Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –22 August 2010

Remember in Prayer:    Melvin Gardner;  Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Weekly Holy Communion has recently been offered at both the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services.   Our  10:30  Communion Steward, Audrey Drimal, welcomes volunteers to alternate with her on any Sunday.   Please speak to her about this if you are called to serve.    Let us pray for the Spirit's presence and guidance in this "new" act of  worship together.    (Note:   Your prayers and opinions are   vital.   We are only serving @ the 8:30 a.m. service today...Please continue to think about and discuss this possible direction for Bethesda).
Every Fifth Sunday of the month the Bethesda Chancel choir will sing!   On that day, our choir will practice for 30 minutes and present the song at the 10:30 a.m. service.   Those attending the rehearsal will learn a hymn or anthem in record time.   If you want to particpate, plan to meet in the adult Sunday School Classroom at 9:45 a.m. on August 29.   Leroy Ludwick will direct this choir.
Kind words from friends:   We were delighted to have Dot English and Hawah Mansaray in worship and Bible Class last week.   Hawah writes:  "Tell the congregation that I love them and miss them all.  You people are my family, no matter where I worship on Sundays, I don't get the satisfaction of being with the Lord like when I woship at Bethesda  because I do attend Sunday school where I get a lot of inspiration.   I trust God and believe there will be a way to join you soon."    

ALSO, a recent note from Bonnie Ports says, "I have pulled my back --- had all the tests...a pinched nerve, but still working long hours...miss the comfort of Bethesda...I'll see you soon...Thank you."    AND FINALLY, from Scott, Jen, Ryan, Sean, and Grace Brewer:   "We would like to thank you for allowing us to have Janet Brewer's  Memorial Service.   It's a very special church to us and it was to her.   She was a very special Person who will be missed dearly.   God Bless."    Addresses for all these folks are available in the Church office.

From our Missionary, Deaconess W. Fran Lynch, in  Willow, Alaska:   On her birthday, she drove 35 miles to Wasilla to pick up 500 lbs. of food for the Food Bank.   She had previously spent 5 days in the bush villages of Anink and Grayling having Sunday School with the children.   She discussed being part of a family, a school class, a village, and  especially a member of the family of God.   She will now spend a day working with volunteers at the Food Bank.   She will be training a new volunteer.   Then, they will empty, clean, and defrost the freezer with the help of 30 families (who will help to  empty it).   She closes with:   "My prayer for you is that the season of God's love is always in your heart and on your lips as you share his love with others." Vivian Brooks

Looking for Children's Sunday School Teachers:   Due to the number of children/youth in church on a regular basis (3-5 most Sundays) we are looking to restart our Sunday School and provide age-appropriate religious education.  We are looking for teachers for two age groups:   High School and Elementary.   There is ample appropriate material available at Cokesbury. We hope to find several people willing to work with each age group, and have them teach one or two Sundays a month.   If you are interested, please contact Laura Siegel.   Thank you!   Laura Siegel
School Supplies:   For the past several years, we have been collecting school supplies for our local elementary/middle school, Hamilton, #236.   You are invited to support this year's drive by donating paper, rulers, erasers, folders, backpacks, etc.   Your donated supplies help disadvantaged youngsters in our area get off to a good start in school.   Donations will be accepted during the month of August.   Simply place them in the box in the back of the church.

Our stellar secretarial staff (all volunteer) has produced a list of Bethesda members and friends!   Please assist in completing the draft, as it circulates in both services today.   Initial your correct entry, and add any appropriate suggestions/changes.
Check out the pastor's reading material on the back table.  Feel free to share any of it with friends,  give to waiting rooms, prisons, etc.
Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 5        10:30  -- 33
Offering last Sunday:        $1116/Operating; $5/Homeless;  $12/Renovations 
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

Scriptures for next Sunday: Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm  81:1, 10-16;  Hebrews  13:1-8,15--16; 

                                                                      Luke  14:1, 7-14

 Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
