Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –7  August  2011 

Remember in Prayer: Clayton Rhodes;  Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. 

Annual school supplies drive  for Hamilton School :   Please contribute school supplies to our annual August drive in support of our local elementary/middle school    This donation has been greatly appreciated in recent years.   Collection boxes are on the table in the rear of the sanctuary.
Day Care Book Drive:   We’d like to support our daycare center by surprising them with some new or gently used children’s books.   If you can help by donating a new or almost new children’s book suitable for preschool children, I will be placing a labeled box on the table in the back of the sanctuary for your donations.  Suitable books would include picture books and board books.   The collection box will be out during all of July a most of August, and we’ll present the books to them in time for the beginning of the new school year.   Thanks so much!   Laura Siegel   
From our Missionary,  Shirley Townsend-Jones , in Bennettsville, S.C.:  She is part of the Bennettsville-Cherow Area Cooperative Ministry.   There are a lot of seniors attending her churches.   Many live alone so enjoy the gathering of their groups in 3 of the member churches.   The Golden Eagles, Bennettsville Parish and Wednesdays at Trinity supply fellowship, spiritual renewal, hot meals, arts and crafts, exercising and community awareness forums.   There is also a soup kitchen at a member church to provide hot meals to persons in need in the community.   The BCACM has been in existence for 45 years.   They have a bus and 2 vans used to provide transportation for member churches to various meetings and conference events.   In Oct., 2010 they moved to a new site.   The Center is one of the former churches  of the Cooperative Ministry and was given to them.   They had to replace some deteriorating exterior and interior wood, up-date security lighting, replace heating and air conditioning units and install new gas lines and tanks.  Member churches demonstrated their generosity in giving their assessments and donations.   There is currently a dire need for the entire roof to be replaced.    They are hopeful that donations will continue so this work can be completed.   She asks that we continue to lift her ministries up in prayer..   Vivian Brooks

Save the Date list:  Although we still have detail to work out, Please put the dates/events listed here on your calendars and watch for more information:

Missionary Visit and Reception in September, exact date TBA

Baking for our First Responders:  Saturday October 15 

Birthday Party for Jesus:  4 December 

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday;                8:30  -- 6                              10:30  -- 36

Offering last Sunday:               $1311/Operating; $40/Homeless; $127Apportionments;

                                                                              $10/Renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1-2a,29–32; 

                                                                         Matthew 15:10-28
