Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –6 December  2009

Remember in Prayer: Doug Denton, Linda Pearl, Marie Pearl, Peg Tingley, Scott Wood, and the unemployed.
Staff Parish Relations Committee will meet 13 December following the 10:30 a.m. service.

Want to send  Christmas cards to shut-ins?  Addresses are on the back table.
The 5th Sunday  Chancel Choir will sing for the 10:30 a.m. Christmas Service on 12-20.  We'll meet from 9:45 to 10:15 in the classroom across from the office and learn a Christmas carol.  Plan now to join our Christmas Choir.  See Leroy for more information.
Dec 13 @ the 10:30 a.m. service our guest preacher will be the Rev. Mr. Roderick J. Miller, our Baltimore Region Connectional Ministries Director and  Guide, who presided at our Charge Conference 17 November.  Come and welcome him!

The Handel Choir of Baltimore presents Handel's "Messiah" on Saturday, December 12, @ 8 p.m. @ St. Ignatius Church, and Sunday, December 13, @ 4 p.m. @ The Church of the Redeemer.   Our organist sings in this choir.   To order tickets, call the Box Office at 410.366.6544 of go to www.handelchoir.org.   Tickets can be purchased at the door.   See Leroy for more information.
The Church is invited to a Holiday Open House on Sunday, December 20 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Leroy's house, 2704 Montebello Terrace, 21214.   Refresments will be served.   RSVP to Leroy.
Please Mark Your Calendars  for the 2009 BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS.  Everyone is invited!   This year's party will be on  Sunday, Dec. 13,  from 9:30 to 10:30, between the two church services.   Refreshments will be served.   Guests are asked to bring a gift suitable for a baby or child up to age 3, such as clothing, toys or books.   Or if you prefer, you can purchase gifts that the children can "buy" for their parents, such as toiletries, fragrances, shaving lotion or aftershave.   The parents earn these gifts by accumulating points for good parenting behaviors, so it is truly a win-win situation for the kids.   Please DO NOT wrap your gift!   We will display all the gifts along our altar rail during the 10:30 service.   All donated items will be delivered to the Kennedy-Krieger Southwest Early Learning Head Start program, which serves at-risk children from birth to three.   If you have questions, please contact Laura Siegel @  410-561-7484.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

From our Missionary, Christine Erb -Kanzleiter, in Munich, Germany: They recently held a Give and Take Day at the Peace Church.   The premise is that those with a little too much "stuff"can bring what they have to share with those who would happily "adopt" some of those belongings.   Items are brought to the Church during the week prior to event and organized by category:  Children and Baby Clothes, Toys, Household Items, Adult Clothing, Books, Movies, etc.  It is wonderful to see mothers, children and families attending the Event and discovering needed items. Just think of how much is bought and thrown away when, in fact, it could  have a "secound life."  A class in German was offered by the Church recently.   There were 13 people enrolled originally but only 2 are left.  After 60 hours, they can introduce themselves and build simple sentences.   The class is an opportunity for foreigners without means to learn the German language.   On the first Sunday in August, 110 adults and 45 children attended the joint bilingual communion service of Peace Church and Friedenskirche.   The communion liturgy was read and spoken in both languages at the same time by Pastor Christine and Pastor Reiner Kanzleiter.    Most songs were sung in both languages.   The Church also helps asylum-seeking mothers with small children, or pregnant refugees, to survive in the strange land that Germanky is to them.   the Church kids have formed a kids' Cub.   They met recently for a finger-food cooking course.   They learned how to cook delicious snacks.   Vivian Brooks 

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.
Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Offering last Sunday:                        $1224/Operating;   $20/Homeless; $10/Renovations; 

                                                                                                       $100]Apportionments

needed  to make budget:                      $2,054.00

Attendance Last Sunday:           8:30:  4;       10:30:   35

 Scriptures for next Sunday:    Zephaniah 3:14-20;  Isaiah  12:2-6;  Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
