Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –26   December 2010 

Remember in Prayer:    Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Our Annual Christmas Offering  for the Board of Child Care will be collected  today. Please give generously to this outstanding Conference agency.

From Our Missionary Rosangela Oliveire, Women's Division Regional Missionary, in New York, NY:   She has been with the Ministry with Women, Children and Youth in  Latin America since 2001.   Earlier this year, she visited Haiti and the Dominican Republic.   She shared prayer with Haitian women in both countries.    She heard tales of pain and fear left by the massive earthquake that struck Haiti in  January.   One lady told her she had just left her office less than an hour prior to the earthquake.   All 15 of her co-workers died.   She feels God must have a purpose for her and she prays to learn what it is.    In Leogane, 90% of the houses were damaged, but resilience, faith and hope are still alive in the voices of the people.   You can hear it in their powerful singing.   She closes with blessings for Bethesda UMC.   Vivian Brooks

Many, many thanks for the cards, gifts, and good wishes given to the pastor during this Christmas season.   What a privilege to be pastor here!

Snow Closings:   It's that time of year again.   Just a reminder that if Phase Two of the Snow Emergencvy Plan is in effect for Baltimore City, all church activities are automatically canceled.   In other situations you can check our website <bethmethumc.org>, watch WBAL TV (Channel 11) or listen to WBAL radio (1090 AM).

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 4        10:30  -- 28

Offering last Sunday:               $2259/Operating; $30/Homeless;  $5/Renovations; 

                                                                           $35/Apportionments

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

 Scriptures for Next Sunday: Isaiah 60:1-6;  Psalm  72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

