Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –18 December  2011 

Remember in Prayer:         Vivian Brooks;   Garland Martin; Charles Melchior;  Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. 

Christmas Eve Service at Bethesda will be @ 5 p.m.   Please come and welcome all with you!

Christmas  Day Worship will be a single service @ 10:30 a.m.   Again, welcome all!

From our Missionaries, Jerri and Bill Savuto,  in Maua,  Kenya:    Their Maua Methodist Hospital has installed and is using a new x-ray machine.   They have been without one for about a year.   This was a desperate situation,   Their church, St. Luke’s U.M.C., prayed over the situation and their 2010 Christmas offering was dedicated to help pay for a new x-ray machine.   Enough money was raised to purchase the new machine!   The Hospital has always wanted to have medical interns working there for their first year of practice after completing medical school.   To secure approval for these interns, they had to have sufficient consultant physicians (doctors with advanced specialty training and degrees).   They also had to have housing on the compound in which the interns would live.   They have now had the required doctors for over a year.   Recently, they have completed building 4 apartments for them to live in on the compound.   They were finally approved and the interns have arrived.   They have been assigned 4 interns (2 men and 2 women).   They are a most welcome addition to the staff and they are now a #1 teaching hospital.        Vivian Brooks

To Bethesda, St. Johns, Old Otterbein, and Grace:
 

Dear friends.  Hope you're having a blessed Advent and learning and experiencing something new about how the Christ is still coming into the world.
 

We have an opportunity to join with Equality Maryland on Wednesday evening, January 4 at 7:30 p. m. at Grace UMC, 5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway to write letters to our own members of the General Assembly of Maryland that will begin meeting on January 11 this year.  We want to speak out to ask that these delegates and senators will support marriage equality for the State of Maryland.
 

This session will be led by representatives from Equality Maryland and will involve our each putting pen to paper.  Hand written letters are known to receive the most attention from our elected officials.
 

Other welcoming and affirming denominations will be invited to join us for this gathering.
 

If at all possible, will you plan to come and see that it is announced in your churches?  Thanks.  Please personally invite a few people from your congregation to join you.
 

I'll appreciate a reply from you to let me know if you can come and how many will attend from your church.
 

May the hope of advent move you forward.
 

Peace,
 

Nancy
The Rev. Nancy J. Webb
Our Nominations Committee still looks for  a Finance Chair church.   Please pray on this, and let Pastor Dan, Cassie Bichy, Charles Melchior, or Betty Stadler know of your interest, or idea for a good person to serve.   this vital position begins in January.

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Below are attendance and offering figures for last Sunday:

Attendance;                8:30  -- 8                         10:30  -- 34

Offering:   $1,567/Operating; $35/Homeless; $125/Apportionments; $10/Hymnals;  $25/United

                           Methodist Student Sunday; $77/renovations; $28/Board of Child Care

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scripture for Christmas Eve:   Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20                                                                      

Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Isaiah 52:7-10;  Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12;  John 1:1-14 

