Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –4 December  2011 

Remember in Prayer:         Vivian Brooks;   Garland Martin; Charles Melchior;  Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. 

You are invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus today.   UNWRAPPED gifts suitable for children from birth to three, or for their parents will be displayed around the altar at the 10:30 a.m. service.   join us AFTER the service for birthday cake and refreshments!   As always,  gifts will be donated to the kennedy krieger Early learning Head Start Program. Thanks to Laura Siegel for managing this ministry.

From our Missionary, Krista Givens-Ford, in Hamburg, Germany:    The Church members at Hamburg’s International U.M.C. , Krista advises, are awaiting what God has in store for them for the end of this year.   They are a small but strong community representing many countries including Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, India, Sri Lanka, Canada, the U.S., England, Northern Ireland, Iran, Wales, Korea,  Kazakhstan,  Singapore and Germany.   Though they speak many different languages, they join together on Sunday to worship in English.   This summer, she

 had the honor and privilege of preaching at the Opening Worship of the North German Annual Conference.  She was intially concerned because she speaks in a language that is not a national language of the majority of those in attendance.   However, with the aid of simlultaneous translation equipment and a colleague who translated the manuscript into German and preached it sijultaneously in German all were able to hear the same sermon.  She reminds us that all are connected to one another in God’s family.        Vivian Brooks

Mark Your Calendars: We will be getting a group together to attend the  Mount Calvary Star Baptist service at noon on 11 December.   Let Vivian Brooks know if you will be in attendance.

Our Nominations Committee did a great job asking for the positions and committees we need to run our church efficiently.  We thank them, and everyone who volunteered and accepted a nomination for a leadership role or for a vital ommittee membership.   We have one important 
vacancy, though,  and that is for Finance Chair.   In the past, the Finance Chair worked with the minister, the adm. council, the church treasurer, and the finance secretary and others to plan  strategies for increasing donations and other ways to bring money into the church.   Please pray on this, and let Pastor Dan, Cassie Bichy, Charles Melchior, or Betty Stadler know of yoru interest.   this vital position begins in January.

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Below are attendance and offering figures for last Sunday:

Attendance;                8:30  -- 8                         10:30  -- 33

Offering:   $1,787/Operating; $25/Homeless; $310/Apportionments; $41/Missions;  $7/United

                           Methodist Student Sunday;  $10/Board of Child Care
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;  Psalm 126;   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  

                                                                       John 1:6-8, 19-28
