Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –7 February  2010

Remember in Prayer: Scott Wood, and the unemployed. 

Donations towards the $950.00 cost of our new hot water heater are gratefully accepted!

Haiti Relief:   Write a check to Bethesda and designate haiti emergency umcor advance #418325. 

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

Notice from the Baltimore Washington Conference confirms that Bethesda paid its full

$15,459.00 apportionment to the larger church in 2009.  Congratulations and thanks to all, and thanks be to God.
From our Missionary, Rev. Daniel Wilcox of Unalaska U.M.C., in Unalaska, Alaska:   Every year, the community of Unalaska unites to thank the fishermen who work hard during the winter fishing season.   This year they had over 50 fishermen come out to a Spaghetti Feed, complete with garlic bread, salad and cake.   The dinner was coordinated by the Mayor (a member of the Church) and several other volunteers from the Church.   The spaghetti Sauce and other  foods were donated.   The Safeway Grocery Store and Alaska Ship Supply helped out with other food and paper products.   It was a wonderful opportunity to meet and visit with the fishermen before they headed out for another season.   In the coming months, the church plans a "leap of faith" by beginning an Internet Cafe called "The Net Work."   Through a generous donation of computers from Horizon Lines and the assistance of some techno-savvy folks in Pa., they are putting together a small network of 7 work stations with wireless capabilities.   They hope to have an open time when members of the community can scome to the Church to check e-mail, work on homework or browse the internet.   By offering a safe environment, refreshmens and free coffee, they hope to create an opportunity to build relationships and meet people on a one-n-one basis.    Further down the line, they hope the ministry will take on a sense of advocacy for people in the fishing industry by offering resume workshops, tax preparation workshops, assistance to help people learn to order their own plane tickes and/or learn basic computer skills.   He asks that we pray for them as they venture out into new ground.    Vivian Brooks
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Services were cancelled las Sunday because of snow.

 Scriptures for next Sunday: Exodus 34: 29-35;  Psalm  99;  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9: 28-43a
