Text of testimony before Maryland General Assembly on Marriage Equality Bill, 25 February 2011: 


I am Arthur Dan Gleckler, a resident since 1967 of Charles Village in Baltimore City, and since 2002 the pastor of Bethesda United Methodist Church in the Hamilton area of northeast Baltimore City.


I want to make my testimony totally personal, and totally religious.


By that I mean that all the Biblical quotations people use against marriage equality, and all the church positions people cite, prove just the opposite, to me.


It's my Bible, too.   I've prayed from it all my life.   I consider it my duty to preach from it every Sunday.   I read and pray over it three times a day.   I studied it in seminary, and have been reading commentaries on it ever since --- and out of all that devotion to Scripture, I come up in favor of marriage equality.


The same goes for church law.   My denomination is ambivalent about same-sex relations.   That does not make me any less a United Methodist, any more than its policies of segregation  or denial to women of ordination did in the past.   I am part of a movement to improve the church's attitude towards LGBT persons, and I am pastorally supportive of LGBT rights and people day by day, issue by issue.   It is the church's own teaching and fellowship that has shaped my attitude.   I did not come to my present position apart from the church, but within it.


In sum, I am not here to argue, but to present.   Here I am:  Clergy, disciple, citizen.   Whatever positive effect my witness has on this legislation comes simply from who I am, who I run with, and what I believe.


Thank you.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor, Bethesda UMC/Baltimore
