Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –22 February 2012

Remember in Prayer: Sue Keough; Lenora Leavitt; Garland Martin;  Don McPhillimy;Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Ash Wednesday is coming!   22 February 6 p.m.   Please come and bring company to the beginning of our Lenten journey.   The congregation of Faith Community UMC will join us here in our sanctuary.  We will share worship with the Congregation of Faith Community UMC.
From our Missionaries, Deaconess Nancy Faine, in Clermont, Florida: She is currently working as a Coordinator of Outreach Ministries at the Frist United Methodist Church.   She is a mentor for a Program called MOP’s (Mothers of Preschoolers).   These young mothers find it meaningful to have their concerns heard in the bi-weekly meetings and Bible Study sessions.   She also assists the Pastor in serving communion.   She feels this is probably one of the easiest parts of her ministry and also one of the most blest.   The U.M.C. of Florida has a covenant with the U.M.C. of Cuba.   They pray for each other and support their ministries.    In January, she will be the lay director of a Woman’s Walk to Emmaus week-end.   This is an exciting opportunity to come to know Jesus on a more personal level and experience His love and Grace .   Vivian Brooks

New Women’s Group Forming:   Calling all women of Bethesda!!!   We are starting up a brand new group just for women!   We need your input on what this group needs to be.   YOU have a chance to shape this group.   Do you want Bible study, prayer study, social activities, missions, crafts, or other activities?   What is a good day and time for you to meet?   We’re having an introuctory meeting t explore these ideas at the home of Laura Siegel on Wednesday February 29 @ 7 p.m.   For more information or directions, see Betty Stadler or Laura Siegel.   If you are interested in this group but can’t make this meeting, please be sure to talk to Laura or Betty about your group preferences.   Thank you!
Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF): Several members have suggested developing a Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF) here at Bethesda to support the expenses of our continued and increasing correspondene with our missionaries.   Postage for heavy packages can be over $100.00.   Anyone wishing to donate to this fund may use an envelope marked “Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF),” and place it in the collection plate or mail it to the church office.   At this time, members are funding this completely on their own.

We have the opportunity to form a Covenant Relationship with Michael Airgood, a United Methodist missionary in western Ukraine.   Michael, as you recall, preached @ Bethesda in October just after being commissioned.   This is a church-wide commitment of $500 ($5 per member) for a minimum of one year, and would need approval of the Administrative Council.   Please pray about this, and give Rev. Gleckler or Buck Whiteman your comments/concerns.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday:    8:30:    7         10:30: 28

Offering Last Sunday:   $1,704/Operating; $86/Homeless; $165/Apportionments; 

                                                            $10/renovations; $20/MFC

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Ash Wednesday:    Joel 8:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10;

                                                                                             Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Scriptures for Next Sunday (26 February):    Genesis 9:8-17;  Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22;
                                                                                                                 Mark 1:9-15
