Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –5 February 2012

Remember in Prayer:   Vivian Brooks; Sue Keough; Garland Martin; Scott Wood;  Mathilda Worrel; and the unemployed. 

“Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts.”   Today in both worship services, we will dedicate the new Worship  & Song books.  When you arrived, you were given a green Worship  & Song book.   IF you did not get one, please see an usher.   Please leave this new songbook where you normally sit. 

The Administrative Council will meet following the 10:30 a.m. service on 12 February.  All are welcome, and all officers and committees urged to attend.

From our Missionary, Kennedy Cruz, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia:   He has been in the Mission field for 17 years, having witnessed the growth of Christianity in Cambodia.   Most Cambodians do not know the meaning of Jesus’ birth.   This, however, does not stop the true message of Christmas from spreading throughout the country.   He has seen the sick healed, the opppressed freed, the hungry fed and the maligned vindicated.   This proves to him “Jesus is with us.”   He has seen strife, conflict, war and hatred assuaged and peace restored.   This proves to him “The power of Christ is at work.”   He has seen compassion and generosity  amidst famine, drought and flood.  This proves to him “God is with us.”   He has seen the poor regain their self-confidence and self-worth.   This proves to him “God is walking  alongside them.”   Christ is alive and transforming the nation of Cambodia.    Vivian Brooks
Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF): Several members have suggested developing a Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF) here at Bethesda to support the expenses of our continued and increasing correspondene with our missionaries.   Postage for heavy packages can be over $100.00.   Anyone wishing to donate to this fund may use an envelope marked “Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF),” and place it in the collection plate or mail it to the church office.   At this time, members are funding this completely on their own.

 2011 Apportionments: Our treasurer, Betty Stadler, announces that we paid our apportionments in full last year.  Thank you for all of your suppport, donations, and prayers in this regard.

Prayer ministry:   Betty Borgerding advises we prayed for 88 people last year.  We are always looking for new members of our Prayer Line.    Please speak to Betty if you are interested…and thanks, Betty, for shepherding this vital ministry!
We have the opportunity to form a Covenant Relationship with Michael Airgood, a United Methodist missionary in western Ukraine.   Michael, as you recall, preached @ Bethesda in October just after being commissioned.   This is a church-wide commitment of $500 ($5 per member) for a minimum of one year, and would need approval of the Administrative Council.   Please pray about this, and give Rev. Gleckler or Buck Whiteman your comments/concerns.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday:    8:30:    6         10:30: 32

Offering Last Sunday:   $1,806/Operating; $20/Homeless; $130/Apportionments; 

                                                         $35/Missionary Correspondence Fund (MCF); $15/renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:    2 Kings 5:1-14;  Psalm 30; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 

                                                                        Mark 1:40-45

