Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –3 January  2010

Remember in Prayer: Marie Pearl's Family, Peg Tingley,  Betty Webster, Scott Wood, and the unemployed.  (How wonderful to have Scott with us last Sunday!)

Marie Pearl died early 24 December.  Her memorial service will be here at Bethesda, 11 a.m. Wednesday, 13 January.  Our prayers are with her three children: Linda, Pat, and Vernon; and with the extended family.

Many, many thanks for your gifts, cards, and kindness during the holidays ---Dan Gleckler

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

From our Missionary, Betty Purkey, in Fort Lee, N.J. :  Her ministry is with the Instituto Latino de Cuidado Pastoral, Inc., located in the Church of the Village (UMC) on the lower west side of Manhattan.   The Institute has worked in partnership with the Church, Beth Israel Hospital and St. Vincent's Hospital to sponsor 2 Health Fairs this year.   More than 300 attended the last one, in June, and they were able to provide each parcticpant with a tote bag filled with a variety of health-related information, a T-shirt, a pair of socks, a tube of toothpaste, and a toothbrush.   In addition, they provided HIV testing, Blood Pressure checks and cancer screening (PSA) for men.   They also provided a delicious lunch to all (many of whom were homeless).   She also works with the Feeding Program for the Homeless.   They serve home-cooked food.   They receive fresh vegetables June through September from an organic garden.  It takes time and effort to clean and prepare these vegetables, but it is worth it to see the enjoyment and hear the words of appreciation from those being fed.   She continues to work with the Heal Thy Marriage Program, too.   This program is to strengthen relatinonships/marriages and enhance family life.   Couples attend training events and workshops.  She asks that we continue to hold her in our thoughts and prayers.. . Vivian Brooks
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Offering last Sunday:                     $3,400.50/Operating $300/Apportionments; $65Homeless;

                                                                                         $57.0/Board of Child Care; $117/Renovations 

Offering Christmas Eve:                 $606.00

needed  to make budget:             $2,054.00

Attendance Last Sunday:           8:30: 4;       10:30: 36 

 Scriptures for next Sunday:    Isaiah 45:1-7;  Psalm 29;  Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
