Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –2   January  2011 

Remember in Prayer:    Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

From Stephen Mallet, Good Samaritan UMC in Edina, Minnesota:   He is associated with Affirmation, an Independent voice for the LGBTQI (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, transgender, Queer, Intersex) community.   One amazing individual who recently retired as Co-Spokesperson  for Affirmation is Diane DeLap, the first openly trasgender person in a leadership position of any United Methodist related or affiliated organization.   About a year ago, her spouse, Jan, added her voice to Affirmation.   Unfortunately, she has recently been diagnosed with Breast Cancer, so she, too, has had to resign to focus her energies on overcoming this disease.    At the present time, Affirmation is working with an artist and discussing ideas for Christmas cards, the theme of which is to be “Everyone counts.”    Affirmation is celebrating its 35th Birthday this Fall.   Vivian Brooks

Many, many thanks for the cards, gifts, and good wishes given to the pastor during this Christmas season.   What a privilege to be pastor here!

Snow Closings:   It's that time of year again.   Just a reminder that if Phase Two of the Snow Emergencvy Plan is in effect for Baltimore City, all church activities are automatically canceled.   In other situations you can check our website <bethmethumc.org>, watch WBAL TV (Channel 11) or listen to WBAL radio (1090 AM).

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Christmas Eve:   49

Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 3        10:30  -- 2o

Offering Christmas Eve:   $579

Offering last Sunday:               $2120/Operating; $20/Homeless;  $25/Renovations; 

                                                                           $170/Apportionments;    $81/ Board of Child Care
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

 Scriptures for Next Sunday: Isaiah 42:1-9;  Psalm  29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
