Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –30  January  2011 

Remember in Prayer:       Dot English; Robert Gleckler;   Garland Martin;  Robert Stroble; Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

From our Missionary, Dennis Heffner , in Espanola, New Mexico:   They had a drought prior to his letter in late November.   However, a snow storm was threatening for the beginning of December.    His ministry is always full of new challenges.  His church, Valley View, is in the midst of many shifts that take place when some leaders move and others take the reins.   They have served this Church for 33 years, and will now be making their 4th significant transition.  Their Group Ministry is seeking to form a new identity and 2011 will be a year of transition here, too.   he plans to retire in 2 ½ years and has a bucket list of places he wants to see and explore in New Mexico.    Vivian Brooks
Letter from Robert Gleckler:
Well folks, 

I got clarification that I can let you know where I am. I am currently serving in Kabul, Afghanistan at ISAF (International Security Assistance Force) Headquarters, the NATO mission in Afghanistan. I am a liaison officer from my organization to ISAF HQ, which is commanded by General Petraeus. It is very interesting work, and I get to either brief or sit in briefings with General Petraeus daily. I also have a great deal of interaction with local and visiting dignitaries. I've had the chance to go to the Presidential Palace, and various high ranking officers and congressional delegations are always passing through. I had a nice long conversation just a few days ago with Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) after we briefed him, and also got to meet Senator Levin (D-MI). We stay very busy, but this is not like previous deployments where I was moving daily and sleeping on the ground or in my vehicle. We have tiny living quarters with bunks, a common bathroom, showers, a chow hall, a mini-mart...even a little coffee shop and barber shop. Most interestingly, since this is an international headquarters, I have daily interaction with soldiers from around the world who are supporting the mission here, not just from NATO. So far I have made acquaintances with German, Polish, French, British, Australian, Canadian, New Zealand, Czech, Irish, Macedonian, Italian, Slovakian, Estonian, Dutch, and Norwegian soldiers. It really is impressive how many nations are involved here, although the majority of forces are American.

 

The main downside (besides being away from home) is that the air is awful. We are surrounded by beautiful, white-capped mountains which, I am sure, have crystal clean air. Unfortunately, that is not the case for Kabul, where the air is simply filthy...a combination of dust, burning coal, oil, and whatever else. Everyone here (including me) goes through an initial upper respiratory infection (my fever was mild...only lasted one day). The rest of the tour is accompanied by a nagging cough. Sitting in briefings it sounds like a tuberculosis ward! 

 

Aside from that, it is a very rewarding experience.

I want to thank all of you for your emails and support. I appreciate it all; and care packages are pretty much common ground here (although I take out my personal items). We share them on a common table and all of us are thankful for anything from home.

 

That's all for now, and thank you again.

 Love,

R

Today the Fifth Sunday choir will sing at the 10:30 a.m.  worship service.   If you want to sing with the choir,  Please join us for rehearsal in the Adult Sunday School class at 9:45 a.m. 

Snow Closings:   It's that time of year again.   Just a reminder that if Phase Two of the Snow Emergency Plan is in effect for Baltimore City, all church activities are automatically canceled.   In other situations you can check our website <bethmethumc.org>, watch WBAL TV (Channel 11) or listen to WBAL radio (1090 AM).

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday;    8:30  --- 6        10:30  -- 23

Offering last Sunday:               $1,100/Operating; $25/Homeless;  $17/Renovations; 

                                                                           $100/Apportionments

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
 Scriptures for Next Sunday:    Isaiah 58:1-12;     Psalm  112:1-10;     1 Corinthians 2:1-16;

                                                                                                                                               Matthew  5:13-20
