Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –8 January 2012
Remember in Prayer:   Vivian Brooks; Garland Martin; Violet Pearl; Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. 

To My Friends at Bethesda: Thank you so much for the Christmas Gift.   My ministry at Bethesda is a joy to me.   I look forward to sharing 2012 with you!   Your faithful servant…Leroy
The Fifth Sunday Choir will sing at the 10:30 service on 29 January.   Join us at 9:45 a.m. in the Adult Sunday School Classroom for a 30 minute rehearsal.   All are welcome!
 We Will Dedicate the new Worship and Song hymnals on Sunday, February 5th.   Watch for more information on this.
The week of January 18 to 25 is Christian Unity Week.   I would like to put together another Newsletter for the Northeast Ministerium. If you send me an article dealing with Social Justice that your Congregation has done or is planning for the near future, I will include it in the 22 January Newsletter.   Please do so no later than next Tuesday, 10 January.   Jerry Buettner, St. Francis of Assisi Church, fredbuettner@yahoo.com    Anyone willing and interested?

Our Nominations Committee still looks for  a Finance Chair. Please pray on this, and let Pastor Dan, Cassie Bichy, Charles Melchior, or Betty Stadler know of your interest, or idea for a good person to serve.
Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday:    8:30:    3          10:30:  30

Offering Last Sunday:   $1,659/Operating; $50/renovations; $25/Homeless; $180/Apportionments
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday: 1 Samuel 3:1-20;  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20;  John 1:43-51 

