Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –3  July  2011 

Remember in Prayer:   The family of Robert Brooks;  Clayton Rhodes;  Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. 

Our prayers and Sympathies are with Vivian Brooks and her family on the death of Vivian’s husband, Rob, last week.
July 10:.    Immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service, we will have light refreshment/socializing,   entitled “Luscious Lemon Time.” If you will donate a luscious lemon goodie, please tell Betty Stadler or Clo Newton know.   see you there!  (friends and neighbors welcome~)

Day Care Book Drive::   We’d like to support our daycare center by surprising them with some new or gently used children’s books.   If you can help by donating a new or almost new children’s book suitable for preschool children, I will be placing a labeled box on the table in the back of the sanctuary for your donations.  Suitable books would include picture books and board books.   The collection box will be out during all of July a most of August, and we’ll present the books to them in time for the beginning of the new school year.   Thanks so much!   Laura Siegel   
From our missionary, Judy Matheny, in Gary,  West Va:   Changes are taking place in the coalfields of Southern West Va. and in the church she is associated with.    As of 6/30/11, she will be retiring after serving 41 years as a Church and Community Worker in the U.M.C.   She has served 17 ½ years in Southern West Va.    During the transition, arrangements have been made to continue to assist persons in need.   The new person will have his or her own special gifts to share.   She asks for continued support through the U.M churches in order to offer signs of hope in the midst of peoples’ pain and struggles.   She thanks us for providing the means through which she has been able to share God’s love byassisting those who were struggling to make ends meet. Vivian Brooks

Save the Date list:  Although we still have detail to work out, Please put the dates/events listed here on your calendars and watch for more information:

Luscious Lemon Social (next Sunday 10 July)

Missionary Visit and Reception in September, exact date TBA

Baking for our First Responders Saturday October 15 

Birthday Party for Jesus December TBA

Ongoing events:   Book Drive for our day care center (July and August)

                                    Annual school supplies drive  for Hamilton School (August)
Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday;                8:30  -- 6                                10:30  -- 23

Offering last Sunday:               $1,228/Operating; $25/Homeless; $10/Apportionments;

                                                                              $15/Renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11; 

                                                                         Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
