Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –21 March 2010

Remember in Prayer:   The family of Josephine Davis; Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 
Girl Scouts who meet in our church are being honored today at the 10:30 service.   Welcome to leader Ms Jakki Goins and all members of "our" troop!

SHORT TERM STUDY GROUP FORMING;  Bishop Peggy Johnson (formerly of our own Christ Church for the Deaf) has written a book titled Deaf Ministry:  Make a Joyful Silence, about ministering to the deaf community.   We would like to get a group together to read the book and discuss it, meeting once a month (about 4 times). Dates and times will be decided by the participants.  Anyone interested should call Laura Siegel, 410-561-7484.

Our Prayers are with our members Cathy Miller and her daughter Rebecca Harper, and all 

 the family.   Cathy's mother, Josephine Miller, died recently.

Lenten/Easter services: 

       28 March:  Palm/Passion Sunday.   Readers for both 8:30 and 10:30 services are needed...as many as volunteer can be involved in the dramatic presentation of Luke 22:14-23:56. 

        1 April:  Holy Thursday, 6 p.m.:  Light supper followed by Holy Communion.  

       4 April:   Easter Breakfast 9:30 a.m. choir rehearsal 10 a.m., ONE SERVICE ONLY 10:30 a.m.

The  5th Sunday Bethesda Chancel Choir will sing at the 10:30 a.m. Easter service on April 4.   All are welcome to join the Choir.   We'll practice Easter morning at 10 a.m. in the classroom across from the Church office.   Join us for Easter brekfast at 9:30 and then join us for Choir rehearsal    Leroy will direct the choir.
Can you help prepare and serve the following?

         1   April   Holy Thursday:   Light supper.   (6 p.m.)

         4   April   Easter Breakfast   (9:30 a.m.)

       13 April (Thursday):   Lunch for Baltimore North Ministerium (representative of area            churches):  (12 noon)

Advance notice:   18 April following the 10:30 a.m. service the Administrative Council (the congregation's governing body) will meet.  All are welcome to attend and vote.


From our Missionary, Deaconess Nancy Paine, in Clermont, Florida:   We have heard from her before.   She is the grandmother who is raising her 3-year-old grandson.   She retired in June, 2009, after 40 years of teaching.   She is currently working as a Coordinator of Outreach Ministries at the First UM Church.   She feels the need for an outreach support group for others raising children that are not their own.   She works with a group called Kids Central, offering classes on parenting, anger management, legal issues, as well as a monthly support group. caregivers find comfort and encouragement when they can talk to someone who is "walking in their shoes."   She is also a mentor for the Mothers of Preschoolers Program.   Mothers searching for something more meaningful in their lives find it in their biweekly meetings and Bible studies.   She continues helping her Pastor serve Communion.   She finds this to be one of the easiest parts of her ministry;  also one of the most blest.   Her Church in Fla. has a covenanat with the UMC in Cuba.   They pray for each other and support their ministries.   This year she is helping to coordinate a mission trip to the Dominican Republic (in the summer).   Her Church supports a missionary there, who is building a church in La Hozu.   She is hoping to help send a construction team for one week in July.   She again asks us for our prayers.    Vivian Brooks

Be a Partner in Ministry!    Last week's Missionary Report was from Deaconess Nancy Tomlinson Hobbs in Big Stone Gap, Va.   She is asking for help in her Ministry.   We sent at least 20 boxes of clothes to one Missionary in  Thousandsticks, Kentucky for their Thrift Store, all arriving for sale during the Christmas holiday.   Let's take on another project!   I have posted her needs on the back Bulletin Board.   If you will help supply some of these items, some as small as stamps and seeds, some as large as XL-XXL  good, clean clothing, then I will pack and ship them.   Questions, see me..   Vivian Brooks 

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

Bethesda has a new e-mail address.   It is <BethesdaUMC@cavtel.net>.   Please begin using it immediately as our old address will only be available for a short period of time. 

 Baltimore Washington Conference Missionaries John and Bonnie Campbell will return from their service in Lithuania this spring and be available for speaking engagements throughout the Conference.  John has been appointed pastor of Fallston UMC.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Attendance Last Sunday:      8:30 ---  6 ;          10:30  --  24    

Offering last Sunday:        $1,526/Operating;   $25/Homeless;  $121/One Great Hour of Sharing;

                                                                                $5/Mount Calvary Baptist Church; $300/Apportionments  

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

 Scriptures for next Sunday: Luke 19:28-40 (Palms); Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29(Palms); 

                     Isaiah 50:4- 9a (Passion) ;   Psalm 31:9-16 (Passion); Philippians 2:5-11;  Luke 22:14-23:56

Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
