Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –28 March 2010

Remember in Prayer:  Roy Evans; Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Lenten/Easter services: 

       1 April:  Holy Thursday, 6 p.m.:  Light supper followed by Holy Communion.  

       4 April:   Easter Breakfast 9:30 a.m. choir rehearsal 10 a.m., ONE SERVICE ONLY 10:30 a.m.

The  5th Sunday Bethesda Chancel Choir will sing at the 10:30 a.m. Easter service on April 4.   All are welcome to join the Choir.   We'll practice Easter morning at 10 a.m. in the classroom across from the Church office.   Join us for Easter brekfast at 9:30 and then join us for Choir rehearsal    Leroy will direct the choir.
Can you help prepare and serve the following?

         1   April   Holy Thursday:   Light supper.   (6 p.m.)

         4   April   Easter Breakfast   (9:30 a.m.)

       13 April (Thursday):   Lunch for Baltimore North Ministerium (representative of area            churches):  (12 noon)

Advance notice:   18 April following the 10:30 a.m. service the Administrative Council (the congregation's governing body) will meet.  All are welcome to attend and vote.


From Our Missionary,  Sandra Sipes, in Phillipsburg, Missouri:   She is a Church and Community Worker in the Empowering Women Missionary Project.   She thanks us for all the good wishes and prayers, received in the Birthday greetings from people she has never met.   Her 3 Support Groups have accomplished a lot this year (2009).   The Richland Women are working out at a fitness center for the first hour of their meeting each week.   Three or four of the women exercise 3 times a week.  one of the women had a stroke, one had MS and 2 Use a walker.   She finds this amazing!   They have also made backpacks for the homeless, gift bags for shut-ins, and helped several young women with GED classes, transportation, and life skills.    The Waynesville Women continues to grow, and they worked on book studies, meditation, crafts, and fun outings .   For them, it is about supporting each other in times of illness and death of a spouse.   The Lebanon Women's Group is studying "The Game of Life and How to Play It," by Florence Scovel Shinn.   This small book is packed with information about the power of the Word, the law of prosperity, and the law of non-resistance.   Most of these women are on probation or parole and are all working hard to change bad patterns, draw boundaries, increase their self-esteem, and uplift their lives.   Through the Family Share Days Ministry, countless families and individuals have been fed, prayed for, visited, counseled, and provided with transportation, emergency assistance, and offered educational opportunities.   She asks us to keep her Empowering Women Missionary Project in our prayers.    Vivian Brooks

Be a Partner in Ministry!    Two weeks ago our Missionary Report was from Deaconess Nancy Tomlinson Hobbs in Big Stone Gap, Va.   She is asking for help in her Ministry.   We sent at least 20 boxes of clothes to one Missionary in  Thousandsticks, Kentucky for their Thrift Store, all arriving for sale during the Christmas holiday.   Let's take on another project!   I have posted her needs on the back Bulletin Board.   If you will help supply some of these items, some as small as stamps and seeds, some as large as XL-XXL  good, clean clothing, then I will pack and ship them.   Questions, see me..   Vivian Brooks 

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

Bethesda has a new e-mail address.   It is <BethesdaUMC@cavtel.net>.   Please begin using it immediately as our old address will only be available for a short period of time. 

 Baltimore Washington Conference Missionaries John and Bonnie Campbell will return from their service in Lithuania this spring and be available for speaking engagements throughout the Conference.  John has been appointed pastor of Fallston UMC.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Attendance Last Sunday:      8:30 ---  5 ;          10:30  --  40    

Offering last Sunday:        $1,491/Operating;   $20/Homeless;  $25/Renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

Scriptures for Holy Thursday:   Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26;

                                                                                                John 13:1-17, 31b-35

 Scriptures for next Sunday: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;  1 Corinthians 15:19-26;

                                                                                     John 20:1-18

                                                
Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
