Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –7 March 2010

Remember in Prayer: Debbie Dodge-Hale; Bill Wood; Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

SHORT TERM STUDY GROUP FORMING;  Bishop Peggy Johnson (formerly of our own Christ Church for the Deaf) has written a book titled Deaf Ministry:  Make a Joyful Silence, about ministering to the deaf community.   We would like to get a group together to read the book and discuss it, meeting once a month (about 4 times). Dates and times will be decided by the participants.  Anyone interested should call Laura Siegel, 410-561-7484.

Haiti Relief:   Write a check to Bethesda and designate haiti emergency umcor advance #418325. 

E-Mail from Former organist, Lou Smith: " Wendy and I are doing well.  I'm still working for the State, and Wendy is doing various temp jobs through Baltimore County Public Schools.   Our cat, Advent, is doing well for an older cat.  He's 15, and starting to show signs of kidney disease.   We take him to the vet's twice a week for fluid injections, and that has brought back his kittenhood.   Wendy's family recently purchased me a piano, and a side benefit is that it gives him the greatest vantage point in the living room on the top of it.   If I'm playing, it doesn't matter.  He just jumps onto my shoulder, and then on to the piano.   I think he's up to about  8 thousand lives now.   Take care, and give everyone our best."   Lou has a new e-mail address @ <lousmith@verizon.net>.

From Our Missionary, Deaconess Nancy Tomlinson Hobbs, in Big Stone Gap, Va:   Big Stone Gap forms a triangle in the southerwesternmost part of Va.   There are 65 churches not far apart, but widely separated by mountainouis terrain.   In the spring, Seeds of Bounty is their major focus.   They supply vegetables seeds (mostly beans and corn) which are distributed through food banks.   Since it is a rural area, most families have a small space to grow vegetables and tomato plants.   Since seeds are expensive, Sunday School classes, U.M. Women's Groups, and local farm supply stores have generously donated seeds.  In the summer, they have a free VBS Day Camp for children in grades K to.   The setting for the camp is very spiritual ---- Fort Blackmore.   The camp includes Bible study, music, crafts amd games.  Transportation is provided, as well as nutritious snacks and a hot lunch.   School supplies are provided to at least 400 children (K to 12) each August.   Christian Social Ministries operates 2 Thrift Stores.   The income generated funds emergency needs, such as utilities, medicine and housing.   Christmas Cart provides boxes of food, toiletries, cleaning supplies, clothes and toys for more than 500 families in Dec.   Also, $15 gift certificates are given to youth ages 10 to 18.   Adults receive clothing certificates redeemable at one of the two Christian Social  Ministries Thrift Stores.   Their Prayer Shawl Ministry is catching on and she encourages a similar ministry in other churches.  For more info, see the website:  < www.shawlministry.com>.   She firmly believes God has blessed her work.   Vivian Brooks 

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

Bethesda has a new e-mail address.   It is <BethesdaUMC@cavtel.net>.   Please begin using it immediately as our old address will only be available for a short period of time. 

 Baltimore Washington Conference Missionaries John and Bonnie Campbell will return from their service in Lithuania this spring and be available for speaking engagements throughout the Conference.  John has been appointed pastor of Fallston UMC.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Attendance Last Sunday:      8:30 ---  4 ;          10:30  --  30    

Offering last Sunday:        $1233/Operating;   $21/Homeless;  $97/Renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

 Scriptures for next Sunday: Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm  32;  2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15: 1-3,                                                                  
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Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
