Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –30 May 2010

Remember in Prayer:             Betty Webster; Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Every Fifth Sunday of the month the Bethesda Chancel Choir sings!  To day, our choir practiced for 30 minutes and  will present the song at the 10:30 a.m. service.   Those attending the rehearsal Have learned a hymn or anthem in record time.  If you want to participate, plan to meet in the classroom across from the Church Office at 9:45 a.m. next fifth Sunday.   Leroy Ludwick directs this choir. 
Congratulations to our Organist, Leroy Ludwick, who received his bachelor of arts degree in business administration last week.

Welcome to various members of Rev. Gleckler's family who are in town for a Gleckler Family Reunion!

A Family Affair:   Our highest congratulations to  Cole Raymond Mason, 14, and Dylan James Mason, 7, on their baptism among us and many of their extended family last Sunday.   Grandmother Carole Mason "wants everyone to know" how grateful, and warmly connected, she felt to us all.   Thank you, Carole, for all you do for and with us.   By the way, Dylan's eighth birthday is tomorrow!

From our Missionaries, Nan McCurdy and  Miguel Mairena, in Nicaragua:  Elven, a young man with a large tumor, had an operation in Nov. and is at home recovering.   This is the first surgery and they feel another will be necessary.   Their son, Daniel, will graduate in May.   Their 19-year-old daughter, Nora, is with them in Nicaragua.   She started at the University there in Feb.   They recenly had their fourth grandchild (a girl) and were awaiting the birth of their fifth at the time of their writing.  These are grandkids from Miguel's children by a former marriage.   Their Mission work is going well, as is their work relating to indigenous land strugges and other justice issues.  They thank us for our Covenant relationship with them.   It makes possible pastoral accompaniment,  education, health and human rights promotion, and many other elements to help bring an abundant life to people.  They are praying for us that we might find decent and fulfilling work during these tough economic times.  In the meantime, know that God is with us in our difficulties and desperation, just as God is with them in their joys and successes.   Vivian Brooks

Many Thanks    to Jean Spivey and Charles Melchior who spoke at the 8:30 and 10:30 services respectively last week on what Bethesda means to them (Heritage Sunday), and to Isazetta Spikes and Charles (Buck) Whiteman who spoke at the 8:30 and 10:30 services, respectively, on what Being United Methodist means to them (Aldersgate Sunday).

Annual Conference will be in Baltimore June 3-5.   Bethesda still has no lay delegate.   Please consider this, and speak to Rev. Gleckler if you are called to serve  in this capacity.  Even attending for part of one day would increase our connection to the larger church.

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 6         10:30  --  37 

Offering last Sunday:        $62,095.11/Operating;   $25/Homeless;  $2/Renovations;   

                                                                                                                  $100/Apportionments

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

Scriptures for next Sunday: 1 Kings 17:8-24; Psalm  146;  Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17

Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
