Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –2 May 2010

Remember in Prayer:     Families of Neil Allmon (former Bethesda Choir Director), Carl Eberwein (former Bethesda member), and Gene Widenhouse (former Bethesda organist); Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Members of Mt. Calvary Star Baptist Church have found a welcoming place to worship --- here 
at Bethesda!   Beginning today, we are blessed to welcome the minister, Reverend Alex Young, and the members, who will worship in both the Davis Building and the sanctuary after our 10:30 a.m. service.   Sadly, on a cold, windy day in February,  a three-alarm fire destroyed most of their church on Milton Avenue in East Baltimore.   The damage to the church was so devastating that the entire church had to be demolished.   The church, like Bethesda, served the community for many generations.   Pastor Young has been preaching there for more than 30 years.   Bethesda members understand more than most how important it is to maintain your church family in challenging times.   We want them to know that they are welcome for as long as they want or until they can rebuild.    Cassie Bichy for Bethesda Church

Congratulations to Rev. Gleckler for twenty-five years of service as a Chaplain and Membership in the Association of Professional Chaplains.   See the certificate awarded 12 April, on the bulletin board.
From our Missionary, Deaconess Judy Poole, of McCoy Adult Day Care Center and Shepherd's Center West,   in Birmingham, Alabama.    Some elderly persons need help with the simple task of dressing.   Through the Art Therapy Program, "Mr Man" has regained some of his fine motor skills.   In a very short time, his caregivers saw a wonderful change in him, even heard him laughing.   He has regained a little of his dignity.   Alzheimer's may be affecting "Miss Lady."   She may not be able to remember her name, but, through Music Therapy, she can sing every word of a favorite hymn played by the Music Therapist.    The "Make Someone Happy Monthly Partners Program" will help fund this mission ministry.  Any amount provided makes a difference Your gift can give new hope to older adults. For more information see the green sheet on the buletin board titled, "The Monthly Partners Program." send your contribution to    Deaconess Judy Poole/UMCSC/4616 Terrace "R"/Birmingham, AL 35208.     Vivian Brooks

Minutes of last week's Administrative Council meeting    are on the back table in the sanctuary.  Next meeting will be 11 July following the 10:30 a.m. service.

Pentecost and new members: 23  May is a fine day to join Bethesda!  It is also an excellent time to use your skills in another language than English, to symbolize the universal Gift of the Holy Spirit.   If either of these topics calls you, please speak to Rev. Gleckler.

Thanks to Felicia Baugher, Rev. Gleckler, and Buck Whiteman for representing Bethesda at the first dialogue on LGBT issues at Grace UMC last Wednesday.  Hand-outs from the evening are on the back table.  More meetings are planned.

Annual Conference will be in Baltimore June 3-5.   Bethesda still has no lay delegate.   Please consider this, and speak to Rev. Gleckler if you are called to serve  in this capacity.

Knitting Behind Bars is seeking a Pepsi Refresh Project Grant.   Please call Lyn Zwerling @ 410:997-3965 , or e-mail her @ <lynnz@comcast.net> to give your vote for this valuable project @ Jessup.   View the website @www.knittingbehindbars.com>.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

Bethesda has a new e-mail address.   It is <BethesdaUMC@cavtel.net>.   Please begin using it immediately as our old address will only be available for a short period of time. 

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 6         10:30  --   30

Offering last Sunday:        $1,433.75/Operating;   $25/Homeless;  $17/Renovations;   

                                                                                                                  $25/ memorial

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

Scriptures for next Sunday: Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67;  Revelation 21`:1-10,22-22:5; John 14:23-29

Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
