Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –23 May 2010

Remember in Prayer:             Betty Webster; Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 
Every Fifth Sunday of the month the Bethesda Chancel Choir will sing!  On that day, our choir will practice for 30 minutes and present the song at the 10:30 a.m. service.   Those attending the rehearsal will learn a hymn or anthem in record time.  If you want to participate, plan to meet in the classroom across from the Church Office at 9:45 a.m. on May 30.   Leroy Ludwick will direct this choir. 

Please Consider joining members of the Baltimore Interfaith Coaltion @ 10 a.m. Thursday, 27 May,at New Huntingdon Baptist Church, 400 E. 31st Street, as they announce their Declaration Against Violence for the summer of 2010.   Ask Rev. Gleckler for more information on this critically needed, broadly supported new justice effort.    See<www.baltimoreinterfaithcoalition.com>.

Apportonments:   Last year (2009) we paid our apportionments in full!!!   So far this year we have not sent any money toward our 2010 apportionments to Conference. Kindly consider giving a little extra towrds this.   Please mark your check or envelope for 2010 apportionment.  (Thanks for those who have donated for this purpose).

From our Missionaries, John and Suzanne Funk, in La Paz, Bolivia:  At the end of each contract, one of 3 things can happen:  A missionary can remain in service in the original place of assignment; can be given a new place of assignment;  or ca return to the U. S.   The decision is made by the family, the Bolivian Church and the Global Ministries office in NY.   One factor is the family's physical, mental and spiritual health.   Another is the priorities of the national Church in Bolivia.  Another is the priotities of Global Ministries.   Still another i s the continuing need of assistance in the current assignment.  Yet another is the environment in which they serve.   This community has become increasinly hostile to the U.S. during their 3 year tenure, and there is the feeling they would be better served by a Bolivian in charge.  They feel, as missionaries, they should "work themselves out of a job," empower local people, and then "get out of the way."   After 25 years, they have decided it is in the best interest of everyone to serve elsewhere in Bolivia.   Bolivia is divided into 9 departments, as the U.S. is divided in 50 satates.   Taria is the southermost department, has a mild climate, and the people are more laid back.  Currently there is no Methodist presence in Tarja.   They will help to start the first Methodist church there.   They will also begin  development of the first Methodist university.   They will be in La Pax for appproximately another 6 momths.   They ask for our Prayers durign their traniitio n  during this transition time.

Many Thanks    to a generous member who has given $1,000 for a new Kitchen Freezer for Bethesda..

Annual Conference will be in Baltimore June 3-5.   Bethesda still has no lay delegate.   Please consider this, and speak to Rev. Gleckler if you are called to serve  in this capacity.  Even attending for part of one day would increase our connection to the larger church.

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each 

month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 6         10:30  --  26 

Offering last Sunday:        $2,496/Operating;   $25/Homeless;  $115/Renovations;   

                                                                                                                  $100/Apportionments

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

Scriptures for next Sunday: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8;  Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15

Remember our website:  <bethmethumc.org>.
