Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –1 May  2011 

Remember in Prayer: Robert Gleckler and Family;   Garland Martin;  Clayton Rhodes; Robert Stroble;  Betty Webster; Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. ! 
From our Missionary, Judy Matheny, in Gary, West Virginia:   During the last 6 months, she has had the opportunity to visit two places where people are oppressed and pleading for their stories to be told.   The first are palestinians in the West Bank.   The Christian Palestinians  told her group (the West Va. Conference Volunteers in Mission), “Please tell people in the U.S.  we do not hate Israel but just want to be treated as human beings with human dignity and treated equally.   we are all created in the image of God.   We just want the right to have water and to live in our own houses without the fear of the Israelis’ coming any hour of the day or night, forcing us out of our homes.   We just want to live in peace with the Israelis.”   The second opportunity was participating in the Rural Chaplains’ Focus Event on the US/Mexican border.   Persons who work with migrants and migrants themselves pleaded for their story to be told so that laws could be changed to allow for families to stay together and for persons to work to provide a better life for their children.   Many migrants coming into the U.S. do not want to become citizens, only to work for a few years to help their families back home provide for their children.   In some ases, if a single parent is caught, he or she is deported.  The children born in the U.S. become wards of the state.   Caring is a way to show God’s love and can be in many forms.   Through her ministry she can share stories of those who are oppressed with the hope that these people will feel that someone cares.   Vivian Brooks
Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Holy Thursday from Bethesda:  10

Attendance Last Sunday;    (single service on Easter)       10:30  -- 42
Offering last Sunday:               $1,429/Operating; $25/Homeless; $30/Apportionments;
                                                                          $20/Renovations
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

 Scriptures for Next Sunday:    Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23;  Luke 24:13-35 
