Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –8  May  2011 

Remember in Prayer: Robert Gleckler and Family;   Garland Martin;  Clayton Rhodes; Robert Stroble;  Betty Webster; Scott Wood;  and the unemployed. 

Pentecost Sunday is June 12.    In addition to seeking volunteers to read a verse of Scripture in a language other than English, we are encouraging those who wish to join Bethesda to do so on this day.   If you are interested, please speak to the pastor.

Annual Conference is May 26-28 at the Waterfront Marriott in downtown Baltimore.  If you are interested in joining others as a delegate or alternate for any part of the session, please let us know.  We deserve Lay representation!
From our Missionary, Kalindi Thomas, in Forest Hills, New York:   She is a GBGM missionary assigned to UMCOR Health to develop Community Based Primary Health Care in South Asia and southern Africa.   Last year, she went to Zimbabwe in August to visit Orphans and Vulnerable children, a project they had been supporting for 6 years.   The OVC helped thousands of children to continue their schooling by providing school fees, books, uniforms and other materials.   The U.M.C. in Zimbabwe has a wonderful network of Home Based Care Volunteers (HBCV’s), most of them women who  volunteer their time to take care of  chronically ill persons in their homes.   They were also able to provide some of the HBCV’s with bicygles to help them in their visits, which they were doing on foot.   One of the biggest contributions of the project to the community was the training of teenagers in vocational training schools.   These young people  now have life skills in Carpentry, Motor Mechanics, Catering, and Tailoring with which they can support themselves.   In October, 2010, she went to Cambodia to attend a workshop  that Irene Mparutsa, a GBGM missionary, had organized for pastors and lay leaders on health issues like malaria, TB and HIV/Aids.   For the first time, U.M. Clergy in Cambodia were learning about health.   The need is enormous in Cambodia and the Church is doing a marvelous job there.   In Jan., 2011, she traveled to Nepal and India to meet with the partners GBGM has been supporting for HIV/AIDS prevention and community-based health care.   Vivian Brooks
Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday;                8:30  -- 4                                   10:30  -- 35

Offering last Sunday:               $2,292/Operating; $35/Homeless; $140/Apportionments;

                                                                          $25/Renovations
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

 Scriptures for Next Sunday:    Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25;  John 10:1-10 
