Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –1 November  2009

Remember in Prayer: Doug Denton, Roy Evans, Linda Pearl, Marie Pearl,  Ann Stone, Peg Tingley, Scott Wood, and the unemployed.
Secretary:    Please read and prayerfully consider the notice on secretarial staff, included in today's bulletin inserts.
Please Mark Your Calendars:  This year's Birthday Party for Jesus will be held on Sunday Dec. 6  between our Sunday morning worship services.  Once again, we are asking for gifts for babies and toddlers up to age 3 to share with an early learning Head Start program downtown.   More details next week!
Shoppers attended! Many thanks to Clo Newton, Betty Stadler, Laura Siegel, and all who helped  promote   Tracy Rose's lovely Gold Canyon Candles after the 10:30 service last Sunday. All profits go to our Missionary fund.  Refreshments were delightful! 

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

From our Missionary, Rev. Saul Trinidad, in San Antonio, Texas:

He is a commissioned missionary of the GBGM assigned as a consultant to the Nat'l Plan for Hispanics/Latino Ministry.   As part of the Leadership Team, he has been part of the following accomplishments:  During 2008 approx. 38 church school extension programs have been developed and 28 Hispanic/Latino congregations in 4 different conferences are engaged in the Congregational Revitalization Process.  Approx 20 non-Hispanic/Latino churches and 16 Hispanic churches have been involved in justice and outreach ministries, some of them specifically with legal aid to immigrants.   Two consultations have been developed with approx. 150 non-Hispanic/Latino churches in order to engage in Hispanic/Latino ministries.   Approx. 98 lay missioners and pastor/mentor teams have been trained, including lay persons of Brazilian ministries.    These teams are sent to start faith communication, new congregations and community ministries. 19 persons have received training to serve as facilitators of the lay missioner and pastor-mentor teams and other  leaders.   He has spent a lot of time organizing and leading pastoral retreats and workshops with pastors where churches are involved in the Church Mobilization  Process.   He also spent a lot of time organizing and leading Facilitator Training Workshops.   The challenge grows because of the continuing growth of the Hispanic population.   So, the job is not finished.  Vivian Brooks 

Today we welcome to our pulpit Ms Mary Gladstone, missionary at Christ Church for the Deaf,  who will preach at both services.  Please read her biographical resume on a separate insert.  Everyone is welcome to meet Ms Gladstone and enjoy refreshments after today's 10:30 a.m. service...again, thanks to Clo and all helpers!
Charge Conference is set for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday 17 November..  All officers, please prepare your reports.  All members, please attend.  This is our annual contact with the larger Church.

Nominating committee :  Please keep Members Jean Spivey, Doris Gochnauer, Clo Newton, Cassie Bichy, Audrey Drimal, Ruth Haller, Vivian Brooks, and Bill Wood in your prayers as they make recommendations for the next year.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Offering last Sunday:                   $880/Operating;   $30/Homeless; $10/Renovations; 

                                                                                  $50/Lithuanian Pastors Advance

needed to make budget:                 $ 2,054.00

Attendance Last Sunday:           8:30:  7;       10:30:   27

 Scriptures for next Sunday:  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17;  Psalm  127; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44

******************
Bethesda, not being financially able to hire a church secretary at the present time, is seeking a group of volunteers to form a "Secretaries Club" and rotate the responsibilities of this job.

Ideally, we need 4-7 volunteers who could work 1 or 2 weeks each month.  Charles Melchior, who has been doing the job in Bill Wood's absence, reports that it takes him about 4 hours each week, so a team of two could easily do the job in less time, working together.   The job primarily consists of running off and folding the bulletins for two Sunday services; mailing 22-23 bulletins to homebound members each week; producing the bulletin  in Braille each week;  doing a small amount of filing; and changing the numbers on the Hymn boards.     Charles has volunteered to train all recruits.

Volunteers can choose to work Wednesday, Thursday OR Friday, and can sign up each month for the week or weeks they are available to work.   If you can help out, please sign this paper and place in the offering plate, or turn it in to the Church Office. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like to be part of the Bethesda's Secretary Club.   I can volunteer to help at least one week each month.

Name:____________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________________________________

Available on  (circle all that apply):    Wednesday    Thursday   Friday

Preferred time of day:    Morning    Afternoon

________________________________________________________________________

Thanks in advance for your help!

