Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –29 November  2009

Remember in Prayer: Doug Denton, Roy Evans, Linda Pearl, Marie Pearl, Peg Tingley, Scott Wood, and the unemployed.

Dec 13 @ the 10:30 a.m. service our guest preacher will be the Rev. Mr. Roderick J. Miller, our Baltimore Region Connectional Ministries Director and  Guide, who presided at our Charge Conference 17 November.  Come and welcome him!

Every Fifth Sunday of the Month the Bethesda Chancel choir sings!   On that day, our choir practices for 30 minutes and presents the song at the 10:30 a.m. service. Leroy Ludwick directs this choir.

The Handel Choir of Baltimore presents Handel's "Messiah" on Saturday, December 12, @ 8 p.m. @ St. Ignatius Church, and Sunday, December 13, @ 4 p.m. @ The Church of the Redeemer.   Our organist sings in this choir.   To order tickets, call the Box Office at 410.366.6544 of go to www.handelchoir.org.   Tickets can be purchased at the door.   See Leroy for more information.
Please Mark Your Calendars  for the 2009 BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS.  Everyone is invited!   This year's party will be on  Sunday, Dec. 13,  from 9:30 to 10:30, between the two church services.   Refreshments will be served.   Guests are asked to bring a gift suitable for a baby or child up to age 3, such as clothing, toys or books.   Or if you prefer, you can purchase gifts that the children can "buy" for their parents, such as toiletries, fragrances, shaving lotion or aftershave.   The parents earn these gifts by accumulating points for good parenting behaviors, so it is truly a win-win situation for the kids.   Please DO NOT wrap your gift!   We will display all the gifts along our altar rail during the 10:30 service.   All donated items will be delivered to the Kennedy-Krieger Southwest Early Learning Head Start program, which serves at-risk children from birth to three.   If you have questions, please contact Laura Siegel @  410-561-7484.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

From our Missionary, Catherine M. Akale, in  Cameroon: our good wishes at birthday time continue to make a vast difference in what she does and how she feels.   They help her find joy in her work and encourage her when things are tough.   Her primary responsibiity is to work with Church & community women's organizations of the U.M.W.  in a variety of ways involving different degees of "women's empowerment."   She assists in organizing women into stronger social networks, needs assessment activities, providing resources for income-generating and micro-credit schemes, strengthening leadership skills through training workshops and seminars (including thematic ones on Gender-Based Violence and its many consequences on women's health and development).   She has recently started ministering to prisoners.   The UMW Mozambique is under new leadership.   The current focus of her work with them is strengthening their leadership skills.   Please pray tht the workshops and seminars will bear the desired fruit.   The UMC Nigeria Women's Desk is struggling with internal conflect.   Please pray that God will intervene to accomplish lasting peace that will enhance the smooth executivion of her assignment with all the UMC Women there.   Regarding her prison ministry, conditions for detention in Cameroon are still pretty bad: acute overcrowding;, lack of beds, blankets and bathrooms; poor quality and quantity of prisoners' diet; bad hygiene conditions; archaic prison buildings; and insufficient medical care.   She is comforted by the fact that even the little she is able to do goes a long way to relieve the suffering of those whose lives she touches.     Vivian Brooks 

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of The Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.  Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the  Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is a reconciling congregation, guided by the following statement:  “Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denomination, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole.”

Offering last Sunday:                        $954/Operating;   $25/Homeless; $5/Renovations; 

                                                                                                       $100]Apportionments

needed  to make budget:                      $2,054.00

Attendance Last Sunday:           8:30:  6;       10:30:   28

 Scriptures for next Sunday:    Malachi 3:1-4;  Luke  1:68-79;  Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
