Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –28 November 2010 

Remember in Prayer:   Vivian Brooks; Debbie Hale (Betty Dodge's Daughter); Garland Martin: Scott Wood; and the unemployed. 

Our Annual Birthday Party for Jesus will take place between services at 9:30 a.m. next Sunday, 5 December. in the Children's Sunday School Room. We will collect new toys, clothing, books,

etc., for newborns through age 3.   These will go to the Southeast Baltimore Early Learning Head Start Program, serving at-risk childrn and their families.   Parents earn credits for learning and practicing good parenting skills, then use their credits to "buy" things for their children or families.   Items for parents or the household are also welcome.   Examples are:  lotions, shampoos, shaving kits or after-shave, laundry detergent or other cleaning supplies.   Thank you for your support!   (Please do NOT wrap your gifts!!!)

December 19,  2-4 p.m. Enjoy Christmas refreshments at the pastor's home, and (12-4)  follow the Charles Village Snowflake Tour of homes.
Snow Closings:   It's that time of year again.   Just a reminder that if Phase Two of the Snow Emergencvy Plan is in effect for Baltimore City, all church activities are automatically canceled.   In other situations you can check our website <bethmethumf.org>, watch WBAL TV (Channel 11) or listen to WBAL radio (1090 AM).

Gold Canyon Candle Fund Raiser to benefit our support of missions:   Clo Newton has Gold Canyon product books for you to peruse and do a little holiday shopping.   25% of every dollar you spend will benefit our church missions fund AND you get some lovely, high quality candle products to give as gifts or to enjoy in your home.   If you would prefer to shop on line, Tracy's website is www.myac.com/tracyrose.   Just let Tracy know you are ordering to benefit Bethesda UM Church and she will make sure we get the profit from your order.   Orders placed by Dec. 5 will be available for delivery before Christmas.   Please see Clo Newton!
From our Missionary,   Helen Sheperd. in Mongolia:. Her letter is written in the summer of 2010.   Usually, we think of Mongolia as cold, but she says the summer was very, very hot, with temperatures reachig 100 degrees.   People appeared to be tipsy when they walked, not from alcohol but from heat.   Her letter is an up-date on Grace Hospice, 3 UMC congregations in Ulaanbaatar, and 3 new congregations being started in the country-side.   In addition, there are many programs at the 2 main mission centers in Ulaanbaatar, daily programs for a couple of hours for children, cookng classes for adults, senior citizens' fellowship, and language and computer classes.   These programs couldn't exist without generous support by prayer, care packages and financial gifts.   Grace Hospice is celebrating its 5th ammoversary.   There are many concerns about the Hospice, with some renewal efforts in the process.  She asks for prayers that they might continue to serve people in need for another few years, at least.   She continues to be very concerned about maintaining the programs there.    Any gifts would be greatly appreciated. Believing in prayer, she asks for prayers for the support of her mission,  Vivian Brooks
 Check out Missionary reports noted by Vivian Brooks in the copy of New World Outlook (May-June) on the back table.

PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.

The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Attendance Last Sunday;  8:30  --- 4        10:30  -- 22

Offering last Sunday:               $1349/Operating; $20/Homeless;  $10/Renovations; 

                                                                           $135/Apportionments

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00

Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Isaiah 11:1-10;  Psalm 72:1-7. 18-19;   Romans 15:4-13; 

                                                                         Matthew 3:1-12

