Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –6 November  2011 

Remember in Prayer:   Scott Wood;  and the unemployed
Attention:  Today we welcome to our pulpit The Rev Kay Albury   Immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service she will hold Charge Conference.   This will be a Church Conference, to which everyone is invited.

Pumpkin Patch Reception  will also be held today for Rev. Ms Albury and the congregation,  and  a Bake Sale for the Hymnals.   Thanks to Betty Stadler for making this happen!

We will continue to collect socks for the people in Hospitals and Nursing Homes in Outer Mongolia up to Thanksgiving.     Vivian Brooks
“It was very thoughtful of the congregation to supply the books.   It is such a pleasure working with the staff and congregation at Bethesda UMC.   What a wonderful group of people.    It certainly helps Fitness Fun & Games to provide for Baltimore City children and families when we have the support of a wider community of caring people!   We can always use (tax deductible) donations of books, games, puzzles, legos, little people and cars, etc.   They help enrich our program for the children and, if we have extra, we can always use them for incentives, or for underprivileged families to have supplies for children to use at home.”    Meg McFadden, Executive Director, Fitness Fun & Games, 5503 Boxhill Lane, 21210-2001 www.FitnessFunandGames.org
Mark Your Calendars: We will be getting a group together to attend the  Mount Calvary Star Baptist service at noone on 11 December.   Let Vivian Brooks know if you will be in attendance.
27 November (Sunday after Thanksgiving) is United Methodist Student Sunday.   Please let us know all who may be recognized in the morning service  (Speak to the pastor or one of our volunteer secretaries).

Do a little holiday shoppping and benefit our missionary fund at the same time.   Tracy Rose of Gold Candles will have a table set up on Sunday November 27th immediately after the 10:30 service.   On display will be the beautiful candle products available for purchase   The profits for any merchandise purchased will go to our missions fund.   Catalogs will also be available if you will not be able to stop by the table.   Any questions, give Clo Newton a call @ (410)529-4031.

You are invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 4th.   UNWRAPPED gifts suitable for children from birth to three, or for their parents, are requested.   All gifts should be brought to the 10:30 service, where they will be displayed around the altar.   Then join us AFTER the service for birthday cake and refreshments!   Please note the time change.   This year’s party will be at 11:30 a.m.   As always, your baby gifts will be donated to the kennedy krieger Early learning Head Start Program.   Please contact Laura Siegel with any question

Administrative Council Decision:   The Faith We Sing was published in December 2000 and has now sold more than 1 million copies to more than 3,000 churches.   Since that publication date, much new music has been written for congregational worship.   To supplement The Faith We Sing, a new songbook called “Worship and Song” is now available.   On the recommendaton of our Pastor and Music Minister, we have decided to purchase pew copies of “Worship and Song.”   We need to raise $600 for this purchase and we will attempt to do that in three weeks.   If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation, please make your check payable to Bethesda United Methodist Church and in the memo area put “Music.”   Drop this in the offering plate or mail to the Church office.   If you have questions, please see Leroy.
Time to Order:   Global Ministries Prayer Calendars for 2012 can now be ordered.  Please consider this devotional gift for yourself and others.   Order forms are available.
From our Missionary, Cherie White, in Mexico City:    The Methodist Seminary where she teaches had only 1 graduate in June.   The Seminary is in a period of transition.   Their Director resigned and a new Director was just announced.   He is a former student from about 20 years ago.   This year she taught a class on Biblical Prophets, including the 4 women named as Prophets.   Mexico is facing extreme violence due to drug wars and the poverty level has climbed considerably.   She recently hosted as as outgoing VP the Assembly and Theological Consultation of the Latin American Assoc. of Theological Institutions.   The meeting included conferences on the relevance of theological education today in Latin America and the importance of its focusing on the people and their needs.  She turned 65 this year, signed up for Medicare and plans to retire next year at the end of the school year.   She asks for our prayers for the Methodist Seminary in Mexico City.    Vivian Brooks

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Below are attendance and offering figures for last Sunday:

Attendance;                8:30  -- 7                         10:30  -- 30
Offering:   $1,182/Operating; $20/Homeless;  $5/Renovations; $115/Apportionments;

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Judges 4:1-7;  Psalm 123;  Thessalonians 5: 1-11;  

                                                                       Matthew 25:14-30

