Pastor’s Report to Charge/Church Conference 6 November 2011


In the middle of my tenth year as your pastor, a strain from the familiar hymn,  “Take Time to Be Holy,” runs in my mind (United Methodist Hymnal, 395):   “Take time to be holy, let him be thy guide, and run not before him, whatever betide.”


I believe this is because both I and our United Methodist denomination grieve and worry about where the Church is headed, with declining numbers, aging members, you know the description; and, being good descendants of those vigorous Wesleys, we want to get busy and solve the problem, now.


We know this is not a phenomenon limited to us.   The “main-line” churches generally are  in similar situations;   and indeed, the demographers tell us that only the Southern hemisphere is experiencing church growth in our traditions.


Most of us know this from a personal standpoint:   Young people in our families lack our attachment to organized religion, even though we raised them, as we were raised, to be loyal, faithful  members of the household of faith.


What strikes me this year is how far ahead we are with this topic!

By that I mean, I came to you as your first part-time pastor, and for several years we studied and prayed, got Conference demographic and evangelistic guidance, investigated merging and closing…and then, some years ago, we seemed to take a deep, collective breath and agree, “We don’t seem to be either growing or dying, at least not fast,” and slowly we started simply savoring the time we had still to finish out another season, then another year, then another new project, another missionary relationship, another record of paid apportionments…

So that, as we look at what we do, and how we respect and love one another, and how stimulating our time together is, how faithful to the best in our tradition, how involved everyone who is willing, is, in our life together,  my prayer is that we will neither grow discouraged, nor rush into new action before the call to do so is as clear and as supported by the Lord as the brave and methodical work of our Wesleyan forebears was in their time and place.   They did not start large, but with inner conviction.   They were not pushed by hierarchy, but moved from within.   

Certainly we want to be more relevant to our community, and more committed to the world at large, through the Spirit of Jesus.    We never want to let up on our outreach, our service, our welcoming of newcomers.

And, of course,  new suggestions for managing our time and resources must be sought and welcomed.


In particular, our Baltimore-Washington Conference has joined with the larger denomination in a serious revaluing of our ministries and our very character as a communion.


Resources are being made available to us;  and yes, pressure to involve ourselves in their suggestions is coming to me, and therefore to all of us.


I pray for the proper spirit in all this.   I give thanks for the gift of this decade together, which has surprised us in its vitality and pleasure, year by year.  And I close with theremainder of the verse I started with, “In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord, and, looking to Jesus, still trust in his word.”
Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
