Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –16 October  2011 

Remember in Prayer:    Dot English; Scott Wood;  and the unemployed

Attention: The Rev Kay Albury will preach, 6 November 2011, at both services.    Immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service we will hold Charge Conference.   This will be a Church Conference, to which everyone is invited.

The Nominating Committee  will meet again  next Sunday, 23 October, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service.

Today we welcome as preacher Michael Airgood, a newly commissioned standard support missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries.   He works with church planting and youth ministry development in Ukraine.
The 5th Sunday Choir will sing at the 10:30 a.m. service on October 30.   Plan to join us for rehearsal Sunday October 30 @ 9:45 a.m. in the Adult Sunday School class.   All are welcome to join us!! 
You are invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 4th.   UNWRAPPED gifts suitable for children from birth to three, or for their parents, are requested.   All gifts should be brought to the 10:30 service, where they will be displayed around the altar.   Then join us AFTER the service for birthday cake and refreshments!   Please note the time change.   This year’s party will be at 11:30 a.m.   As always, your baby gifts will be donated to the kennedy krieger Early learning Head Start Program.   Please contact Laura Siegel with any questions

Do a little holiday shoppping and benefit our missionary fund at the same time.   Tracy Rose of Gold Candles will have a table set up on Sunday November 27th immediately after the 10:30 service.   On display will be the beautiful candle products available for purchase   The profits for any merchandise purchased will go to our missions fund.   Catalogs will also be available if you will not be able to stop by the table.   Any questions, give Clo Newton a call @ (410)529-4031.
Please note the free concert this afternoon @ 2 p.m. by the Handel Choir (Flyer circulating).
Administrative Council Decision:   The Faith We Sing was published in December 2000 and has now sold more than 1 million copies to more than 3,000 churches.   Since that publication date, much new music has been written for congregational worship.   To supplement The Faith We Sing, a new songbook called “Worship and Song” is now available.   On the recommendaton of our Pastor and Music Minister, we have decided to purchase pew copies of “Worship and Song.”   We need to raise $600 for this purchase and we will attempt to do that in three weeks.   If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation, please make your check payable to Bethesda United Methodist Church and in the memo area put “Music.”   Drop this in the offering plate or mail to the Church office.   If you have questions, please see Leroy.
Time to Order:   Global Ministries Prayer Calendars for 2012 can now be ordered.  Please consider this devotional gift for yourself and others.   Order forms are available.
From our Missionaries, Helen & Jim Dwyer, in Claremont, California:    They left NYC on July 20th for their transition to the West Coast.   They will be living with their daughter, Anne, for the next few months.  Before leaving NYC Jim presented a “farewell sermon” at the U.M.C. of the Village, his second opportunity to preach there in the 4 years they were there.   They spent 2 weeks in Seattle before flying on to Calif. and Jim was able to preach twice at the German-speaking U.M.C. in Redmond UMC across Lake Washington.  It was Jim’s first impression of the Western Jurisdiction of the U.M.C.   where he is now Mission Interpreter for Global Ministries.   And, it was the first time either had been in the Pacific Northwest.   Sundays they drove across the world’s longest floating bridge to Redmond for Church.   While in Seattle, they received an offer of a house to be available before Thanksgiving.   They will stay with Anne untl then.     Vivian Brooks

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Below are attendance and offering figures for last Sunday:

Attendance;                8:30  -- 5                         10:30  -- 38

Offering:   $2,892/Operating; $30/Homeless;  $45/Renovations; $145/Apportionments
Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Deuteronomy 34:1-12;  Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17;  1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8;  

                                                                       Matthew 22:34-46

