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I have difficulty explaining my positive feelings about this year, and the immediate and long-term prospects for Bethesda.


The numbers are down (attendance, membership, finances), and there is no sign this will change significantly.


There is no dramatic difference in our program to report, either now or planned.


Our liturgy remains traditional, and does not alter, following as it does the lectionary and the suggested hymns and prayers for the season and specific festival days.


Our building, while well-maintained, was built for a much larger congregation.


So, why do I feel so good about Bethesda?


Basically, because the attitude of our fellowship seems unusually sound and open to the Spirit of God in Christ.


We make no noise about it, but our steady position as a Reconciling Congregation stands out among Baltimore Washington Conference United Methodist churches.   


In both local and overseas missions,  and in ecumenical cooperation, we are exceptionally connected and productive (details can be provided by most active members --- we share news in our weekly announcements).   As a pastor, I participate in numerous workshops, rallies, and other actions for community uplift, and report back to the congregation about many of these experiences.

We are electronically "hip," having a small but helpful website, well-maintained.


In every area but one, our volunteers are willing and faithful, as the Nominating Committee report clearly shows.    Only in Finance Committee are we lacking...a long-standing characteristic of Bethesda.   Even here, prayerful discussion has resulted in some serious consideration on the part of several people, to help us design a budget, guide us in individual giving, and organize selected fund-raising events.


New this charge conference,  in the areas of Annual Conference delegates, congregational nurture, and worship, whole groups of people have agreed to investigate and follow up on help and planning.


In secretarial work, financial management, and building management/maintenance, volunteers steadily continue to do all that's needed, with a good attitude.


In sum, church in the 21st century may look more like the Bethesda model than we imagine now.    As the Lord brings people of many faiths together in America,  and reduces the percentage of people involved in any religion, we United Methodists are well-positioned to be welcoming and creative.    Because we have so much real estate from a by-gone era, we have great opportunities to house all sorts of operations beneficial to society.    Because we know how to operate small, while getting all the essentials done through our historic connectional system and our long experience of  lay involvement, we have lots to offer the coming decades.


Finally, because we have learned to live "beyond warranty,"  with each year a surprising blessing, we may adapt to more changes ahead.


It is a joy and privilege to be the pastor here.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor

