Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –25 September  2011 

Remember in Prayer:    The Rev. Mr. Arthur Dan Gleckler; The Rev. Mr. John Mote; Scott Wood;  and the unemployed

Former Associate pastor, Rev. Mr. John Mote, continues quite ill.   His address is  851 Westview Court Camano Island, Washington 98282-6564.   His wife, Maxine, and Daughter, Debbie Rice, are with him.   His son-in-law, Barry Rice, has been worshiping with us recently.   He went to Washington last week.
Administrative Council Decision:   The Faith We Sing was published in December 2000 and has now sold more than 1 million copies to more than 3,000 churches.   Since that publication date, much new music has been written for congregational worship.   To supplement The Faith We Sing, a new songbook called “Worship and Song” is now available.   On the recommendaton of our Pastor and Music Minister, we have decided to purchase pew copies of “Worship and Song.”   We need to raise $600 for this purchase and we will attempt to do that in three weeks.   If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation, please make your check payable to Bethesda United Methodist Church and in the memo area put “Music.”   Drop this in the offering plate or mail to the Church office.   If you have questions, please see Leroy.
Rev. Gleckler’s surgery was Wednesday 21 September, with an over-night stay @ Hopkins Bayview.  Thanks for all your prayers and kindness.  today, our own Charles Melchior will preach.   Thanks, and more blessings, Charles!
Time to Order:   Global Ministries Prayer Calendars for 2012 can now be ordered.  Please consider this devotional gift for yourself and others.   Order forms are available.
From our Missionary, Rev. Paul Mallory, in Grand Marais, Michigan:   He is the Director of God’s Country Cooperative Parish.   There are 2 major occurences on the horizon for them.   First, “Volunteers in Mission” will be arriving to get started on much-needed home repairs.   This is a time to see old friends and meet new ones.   it is also exciting to see the transformation in homes as improvements are made.   The second major occurrence is the new plan for the ministries of the Parish.   A long-range plan was adopted by the Parish Council is February.   Some things  may change as the plan is initiated.   This plan will affect the 7 churches of the Parish.   Skills of the members will be utilized and this plan Plan is being put in place for the transforation of their part of the world.   Subsequent to his letter, he was advised that he was appointed to Iron Mountain Trinity U.M.C.  effective 1 July.   Vivian Brooks 
Annual school supplies drive  for Hamilton School :   A full load of supplies went last week to our local elementary/middle school    Thanks to Jean and Earl Spivey for delivering them. Just in case you find another bargain, the   Collection box is still on the table in the rear of the sanctuary.
Day Care Book Drive:   We’d like to support our daycare center by surprising them with some new or gently used children’s books.   If you can help by donating a new or almost new children’s book suitable for preschool children, I have placed a labeled box on the table in the back of the sanctuary for your donations.  Suitable books would include picture books and board books. Thanks so much!   Laura Siegel   
Save the Date list:  Although we still have detail to work out, Please put the dates/events listed here on your calendars and watch for more information:

Tentative Charge Conference/Church Conference date:  12:30 noon Saturday 15 Oct
The Rev Kay Albury preaching, 6 November 2011

Missionary Visit and Reception, exact date TBA

Baking for our First Responders:  Saturday October 15 

Birthday Party for Jesus:  4 December 

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Below are attendance and offering figures for 28 August:

Attendance;                8:30  -- 10                             10:30  -- 25
Offering:               $1,544/Operating; $45/Homeless; $210/Apportionments; $107/Renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Exodus 20:1-4,7-9, 12-20;  Psalm 19;  Philippians 3: 4b-14;  

                                                                  Matthew 21: 33-46

