Bethesda United Methodist Church

Announcements –4 September  2011 

Remember in Prayer: The family of Hazel Melchior;   The Rev. Mr. Clayton Rhodes;  Scott Wood;  and the unemployed

Because services last week were cancelled for lack of electricity, we are repeating last week’s Announcements.

Our prayers and sympathy are with Cassie, Charles, and George Melchior on the death of their mother and our long-time  Bethesda member,  Hazel Melchior .   Her funeral was held at Evans Funeral Home on Monday 22 August, with burial in Wiseburg.
Today we welcome as our substitute organist Ms Charlotte Young.  Our minister of music, Leroy Ludwick, has arranged for Ms Young to be with us while he is on vacation.  Ms Young has served United Methodist churches as a musician for 20 years.   She is  a MChM candidate at Shenandoah University.   We are honored to have you with us!

Rev Gleckler’s surgery, which was scheduled for 31 August, has been postponed until 21 September.   Many thanks for all the prayers and support that have already been offered.   Please keep them going…he’s doing fine!
Time to Order:   Global Ministries Prayer Calendars for 2012 can now be ordered.  Please consider this devotional gift for yourself and others.   Order forms are available.
News from Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky:   Its legacy of education, health and outreach in the name of Christ began in July, 1921 when the first Missionaries, Myra Bowman and Emeline Webb arrived in Beverly.   No one could have imagined that thousandsof students in three sometimes isolated mountain communities would form academic and spiritual service to God and God’s people in every walk of life.   No one could have imagined the thousands of lives saved by the Christian medical professionals at Red Bird.   No one could have imagined that the basic needs of food, clothing and shelter would be met for hundreds of families at Red Bird until those families were able to provide for themselvs.   No one could have imagined that this would be the beginning of blessings that would flow to the people of the Red Bird Valley for 90 years.   Two events are planned to celebrate this 90th Anniversary.   A special outdoor concert will be held on July 1st on the school grounds.   Later in the year, speakers and activities will create a celebratory atmosphere at the annual Homecoming on October 7th and 8th.   We are invited to celebrate with them their legacy of faith by participating in one of their special events, or visiting Red Bird Mission.   Vivian Brooks 
Annual school supplies drive  for Hamilton School :   Please contribute school supplies to our annual drive in support of our local elementary/middle school    This donation has been greatly appreciated in recent years.   Collection boxes are on the table in the rear of the sanctuary.
Day Care Book Drive:   We’d like to support our daycare center by surprising them with some new or gently used children’s books.   If you can help by donating a new or almost new children’s book suitable for preschool children, I will be placing a labeled box on the table in the back of the sanctuary for your donations.  Suitable books would include picture books and board books.   we’ll present the books to them in time for the beginning of the new school year.   Thanks so much!   Laura Siegel   
Save the Date list:  Although we still have detail to work out, Please put the dates/events listed here on your calendars and watch for more information:

Missionary Visit and Reception in September, exact date TBA

Baking for our First Responders:  Saturday October 15 

Birthday Party for Jesus:  4 December 

Finance Item:   Our Treasurer has estimated that, if each “regular giving unit” increased his/her weekly donation by $10, our apportionments would be paid by the end of the year.    Please give this prayerful consideration…and think about group ways to raise the amount, to compensate for those who cannot manage $10/week.
PLEASE REMEMBER:   We donate non-perishable food to Christ Church for the Deaf each month.   Collections are welcome any time.
The weekly prayer guide on the reverse of the Scriptures insert is reprinted from our United Methodist Board of Global Ministries Prayer Calendar.   Please include it in your daily devotions, and consider sending birthday greetings to the mission workers listed, whose addresses are in the copy of the Calendar on the back table.

Bethesda is A Reconciling Congregation, guided by the following statement:   "Believing we are called to welcome all into the Communion of Christ, we will encourage and support the inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all areas of our congregation, our denominatnion, the larger religious fellowship, and society as a whole."
Below are attendance and offering figures for 28 August:

Attendance;                8:30  -- 5                             10:30  -- 25

Offering:               $921/Operating; $20/Homeless; $125Apportionments;

                                                                              $7/Renovations

Needed to Make Budget:    $2,054.00
Scriptures for Next Sunday:   Exodus 14:19-31;  Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21;  Romans 14:1-12;  Matthew 18:21-35

