BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10:30 a.m. Sunday 11 April 2010

Second Sunday of Easter

ENTRANCE
Prelude and Lighting of Candles

Announcements:  (To help us connect, please sign the attendance pad in your pew)

*Greeting**:   Praise the Lord!

                          Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

                       Give praise for God's mighty deeds;

                          Sing praise to God's surpassing greatness.

                          Praise the Lord!    :(Psalm 130)

*Praise Choruses:   2008   "Let All Things Now Living"

                                2115  (Verses 1 and 2)   "Christ Has Risen"

                                2087   "We  Will Glorify the King of Kings"

*Opening Hymn:   715   "Rejoice, the Lord Is King"

*Opening Prayer**: O God, the author of our freedom and of our salvation:

                                Grant that we, who have been redeemed 

                                   by  the shed blood of your Son,

                                   may both live by you

                                   and enjoy eternal safety in your arms;

                                Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

                                          (Goth Saccramentary, Alt.)

Moments with Youth
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer for Illumination:   335   "An Invitation to the Holy Spirit"
First Lesson:   Acts 5:27-32

Psalter:   862   (Response 1)    Psalm 150

Second Lesson:   Revelation 1:4-8                                                         (2)
*Hymn of Preparation:   420   "Breathe on Me, Breath of God"

*Gospel Lesson:   John 20:19-31

Sermon:   "Doubt as an element of faith"

Affirmation of Faith:   881   "The Apostles/ Creed, Traditional Version"

Joys, Concerns, Prayers

*The Peace:    Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.

                      The peace of Christ be with you.

                      And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

Invitation:  As forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Offering

*Doxology:   95    "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"

*Prayer of Thanksgiving, Petition, and Intercession**:   


In the sanctuary, in the mighty firmament with instruments and voices, 


   we praise you, O Lord.


You who are the Alpha  and the Omega, who is, and who was, 


   and who is to come,


   we lift up our thanksgiving and shout glory to your holy Name.


You have filled us with joy by your miraculous resurrection 


   of Jesus from the dead;



yet our faith is sometimes weak, and we doubt your power.


In your word which endures is every proof we need,


   but we look to the evidence of our world

   rather than your revelation of the truth.


We look for signs instead of listening to you.


We know your law but we look to other authorities.


Where we have been faithless, forgive us, good Lord.


Where we have not trusted, forgive us, good Lord.

                                                                                                                          (3)


Where we have failed to listen, forgive us, good Lord.


Our eyes have not seen the resurrection, but your Holy Spirit is our witness.


Make that Spirit present to us.


Strengthen us for the resistance we encounter as we tell your story,


    and make us faithful to the task of evangelism.


We have named for one another and for you

               many who are in our hearts this day.


Your vision is clearly given, but many cannot see

               because of the suffering they carry.


May the wounded hands of Jesus reach out


   to those who are wounded in body or mind or spirit.


May the One who was hung on a tree


   be present to those who are facing death.


May the peace which he gave to his disciples


   be the peace given to the troubled.


Come and stand among us.


Lend your ear and grant what we ask,


   for we pray in the name of him who loves us

               and freed us from our sins,


   and we offer our gifts, and ourselves, in glad obedience to you,


   through Jesus Christ our Lord,  Amen.

*The Lord's Prayer:   895

SENDING FORTH

*Closing Hymn:   303   "The Day of Resurrection"

*Blessing:  The grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God,

                  and the fellowship and communion of the Holy Spirit,

                  be with all.   Amen.
*Extinguishing of Candles and Postlude
*Going Forth____________________________________________________

*Indicates the people standing, if able and willing

**Copyright (C) 1994 by The Order of St. Luke, alt
