BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10:30 a.m. Sunday 27 February 2011
Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany

ENTRANCE
Prelude and Lighting of Candles
Announcements  (To help us connect, please sign

                              the attendance pad in your pew)

Praise Choruses:   2032   "My Life Is in You, Lord"

                              2126   "All Who Hunger"

                              2056   “God Is So Good”

*Greeting**:  Trust in the Lord and do good.
                             May the Lord give strength to the people.
                      O taste and see that the Lord is good.

                            God is our refuge and strength.
                                            (The Book of Worship 1965, Alt.)
*Opening Hymn: 127  "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah"

*Opening Prayer:    

   O God, in mystery and silence you are present in our lives,

     bringing new life out of destruction,

     hope  out of despair, growth out of difficulty.

  We thank you that you do not leave us alone

   but labor to make us whole.

 Help us to perceive your unseen hand

   in the unfolding of our lives,

   and to attend to the gentle guidance of your Spirit,

   that we may know the joy you give your people.   

 Amen.           (Ruth Duck, U.S.A., 20th Cent.)
Youth Moments

(2)

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Prayer for Illumination:    450  (Tune:298) (Verse 4 only)

                   “Creator of the Earth and Skies”
First Lesson:  Isaiah 49::8-16a
Psalter: (Insert:  Alternate leader and people)      Psalm 131
Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 4: 1-5
*Hymn of Preparation:  128  "He Leadeth Me”
*Gospel:  Matthew 6:24-34
Sermon:   "What we really want"

Affirmation of Faith:  885   "A Modern Affirmation"
Joys, Concerns, Prayers   (Page 877)
*The Peace:  Let us offer one another signs
                      of reconciliation and love.

                     The peace of Christ be with you.

                     And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

Invitation:  As forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer 
                    ourselves and our gifts to God.

Offering

*Doxology:  95  "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"

*Prayer of Thanksgiving     (Page 877) 

*The Lord's Prayer:  895
(3)

SENDING FORTH
*Closing Hymn:  525   "We’ll Understand It Better By and By"
*Dismissal with Blessing:   

   May the road rise to meet you

      may the wind be always at your back,
  may the sun shine warm upon your face,
    may the rains fall soft upon your fields,

  and until we meet again,

     may God hold you in the palm of God’s hand.   

   Amen.  (Traditional Gaelic Prayer)
*Extinguishing of Candles and Postlude____________________
*Indicates the people standing, if able and willing
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