BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10:30 a.m. Sunday 21 March 2010

Fifth Sunday in Lent

ENTRANCE

Prelude and Lighting of Candles

Announcements    (To help us connect, please sign the attendance pad in your pew)

*Greeting**: Praise the Lord, who has done great things for us.

                 Let our tongues shout for joy.

                     God will turn our tears into shouts of joy.

                 We rejoice in the Lord's abundance!  (Psalm 126)

*Praise Choruses:   2164  "Sanctuary"

                               2163   "He Who Began a Good Work in You"

                               2167   "More Like You"

 *Opening Prayer**:  

                       Almighty God, in whom all things are made new

                   and in whom nothing is cast aside:

                        Grant us your grace that, being intent on fasting and prayer, 

                   we may be delivered from our bodily and spiritual enemies;

                        Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

                  Holy Spirit,

                        One God now and forever.    Amen.

                                (Gelasian Sacramentary, Alt.)

*Opening Hymn:   159   "Lift High the Cross"

Moments with Youth

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

*Prayer for Illumination:   414   (Tune:  2191)   (Verses 1 and 5 only)  
                                                   "Thou Hidden Love of God"

*First Lesson:   Isaiah 43:16-21

(2)
Psalter:   847   (Response 2)   Psalm 126                                               
Second Lesson:   Philippians 3:4b-14

*Hymn of Preparation:   175   "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee"

*Gospel Lesson:   John 12:1-8

Sermon:   "Seeing the light"

Affirmation of Faith:   880   "The Nicene Creed"

Joys, Concerns, Prayers^
*The Peace:   Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.

                     The peace of Christ be with you.

                     And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

Invitation:   170   (Verse 1 only)   "O, How I Love Jesus"

Offering

*Doxology:  172   "My Jesus, I Love Thee"

*Prayer of Thanksgiving**:


O blessed God, restorer of our life and source of our well-being,

               we come into your presence with shouts of joy.

           From all our trials you have brought the wonder of new life.

           You have done great things for us, and holy is your name.

           Receive these thanksgivings from a people who love to call upon  you

                and who trust in your desire to receive our praise.

           Fill us with compassion for those who have not received a fair share

                of your bounty

                    and direct us to works of mercy.

(3)

           Surround with your love those who struggle with disease and injury,

                 those who are lonely, those who are dying, and all who mourn.


Continue your work doing a new thing in the world             

              and in our lives,

                 And bless us by hearing our prayers.

           We offer them all in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*The Lord's Prayer:   895

SENDING FORTH

*Closing Hymn:   453   "More Love to Thee, O Christ"

*Closing Scripture:   (Unison):


Forgetting what lies behind  and straining forward to what lies ahead,

           I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God

              in Christ Jesus.  Amen.    (Philippians 3:13b-14)

*Extinguishing of Candles and Postlude
______________________________________________________________________

*Indicates the people standing, if able and willing

**Copyright (C) 1994 by The Order of St. Luke
^Prayer for Scouting Sunday:

O God, your will is that all your children

   should grow into fullness of life.

We lift to you the ministry of scouting.

We offer you thanks for camping,

   to teach us that the world is our great home; 

  for study and work, to build character;

  for service, to see our responsibility to those in need;

  for encouragement in genuine patriotism and vital faith.

Bless the work of scouting, in this place and around the world,

  that through its efforts, the young may, like our Lord,

  increase in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with you and all 

     people.

Amen.           (Mark Trotter, U.S.A., 20th Cent.) +    

+The United Methodist Book of Worship, Copyright (C) 1992 The United Methodist Publishing House
