BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10:30 a.m. Sunday 16 May 2010

Seventh Sunday of Easter/Ascension Sunday

ENTRANCE

Announcements  (To help us connect, please sign the attendance pad in your pew)

Prelude and Lighting of Candles

*Greeting**:   The heavens proclaim the righteousness of God.
                            And the people behold God's glory.
                        Rejoice in the Lord, O righteous,
                            And give glory to God's holy Name!  (Psalm 97)

*Praise Choruses:  2031   "We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise"

                               2037   "I Sing Praises to Your Name"

                               2018   "Honor and Praise"

*Opening Prayer**:   God of power and wisdom and might,

                                       who seek  always our good:

                                  Hear us that, as we know our Savior is seated

                                        with you in majesty,

                                  So may we also know that he abides with us

                                         to the end of the world;

                                  The same Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

                                         (Leonine Sacramentary, Alt.)

*Opening Hymn:   379   "Blow Ye the Trumpet, Blow" 

Moments with Youth

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer for Illumination:   Page 6

First Lesson:   Acts 16:16-34

Psalter:   816     (Response 2)    Psalm 97

                                                                                                                    (2)
Second Lesson:   Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 10-21 

*Hymn of Preparation:   367   "He Touched Me"

*Gospel Lesson:   John 17:20-26 

Sermon:   "Unity"

Affirmation of Faith:   880   The Nicene Creed

Joys, Concerns, Prayers

*The Peace:   Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.

                     The peace of Christ be with you.

                     And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

Invitation:  As forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Offering

*Doxology:  95   "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"

*Prayer of Thanksgiving**:


All-powerful God, you reign over all the earth, and all the nations are subject


   to your word.  There is no people who can stand an equal to your majesty.


We come to sing your praises and exalt your holy Name.


As you subdue the nations that would rebel against you,


   so subdue the diseases and hurt that cause your children to suffer.



Receive into your care those who struggle this day


   with brokenness of body or mind or spirit,


   and give them a measure of your peace.


Let us not stand looking into heaven for Jesus' return,


   but rather work for the fulfillment of his promises here on earth


   until he comes again to judge the living and the dead.


We offer to you our gifts, and dedicate ourselves to you,


   in thanksgiving and praise,


   through Jesus Christ our Lord,  Amen.

                                                                                                                         (3)

*The Lord's Prayer:   895

SENDING FORTH

*Closing Hymn:   2284   "Joy in the Morning"

*Closing Prayer^:


O God, the King of glory,


   you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ


      with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven.


Do not leave us comfortless,


   but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us,


   and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before;


who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,


one God, in glory everlasting.   Amen. 

                       (The Book of Common Prayer, U.S.A., 20th Cent.)

*Extinguishing of Candles and Postlude

*Going Forth______________________________________________________

*Indicates the people standing, if able and willing
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