BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10:30 a.m. Sunday 8 May 2011
Third Sunday after Easter/Native American Ministries Sunday/Festival of the Christian Home/Mother’s Day
ENTRANCE

Prelude and Lighting of Candles

Announcements    (To help us connect, please sign the attendance 
                               pad in your pew)

*Greeting**: Praise the Lord!

            Praise God's holy Name!

                     The Lord has heard our cries and listened to us.
                         We call upon the Lord as long as we live.   
                               (Psalm 116)

*Praise Choruses:   2223   "They’ll Know We Are Christians 

                                            by Our Love"

                                2226  "Bind Us Together"

                                2065   "More Precious than Silver"

 *Opening Prayer:     329   “Prayer to the Holy Spirit”
*Opening Hymn:  309  (Tune: 398)   "On the Day 
                                                             of Resurrection”
Moments with Youth

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer for Illumination:   2025   "As the Deer"

First Lesson:   Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalter:   837   (Response 2: Spoken)    Psalm 116 

Second Lesson:   1 Peter 1:17-23
*Hymn of Preparation:  357   "Just As I Am, Without One Plea”

(2)
*Gospel Lesson:   Luke 24:13-35
Sermon:   "What kind of a country,,, ?"

Affirmation of Faith:   883:   "A Statement of Faith
                                                of the United Church of Canada"

Joys, Concerns, Prayers

The Peace:  Let us offer one another
                   signs of reconciliation and love.

                  The peace of  Christ be with you.

                  And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

Invitation:  As forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer
                  ourselves and our gifts to God.

Offering

Doxology:   304 (Verse 2 only)   "Easter People,
                                                      Raise Your Voices"

Prayer of Thanksgiving^:

   In you, O God, every family on earth receives its name.
   Illumine the homes of this earth 
  with the light of your love,
  granting courage to those who are hurt or lonely,
  endurance to those who care for sick family,

  and wisdom to those in  fearful times of change.
  We thank you for the gifts of love we have received
  from mother, father, spouse, child, or companion.

 As we have been loved by your and by others, 
  so may we love.

 Grant us your peace, and accept our gifts,

 through Jesus the Christ.   Amen.

    (Ruth Duck, US.A., 20th Cent., Alt.)

*The Lord's Prayer:   895
(3)
SENDING FORTH

*Closing Hymn:   439 (Tune: 73)   "We Utter Our Cry”
*Blessing^:
     Before us it is blessed, behind us it is blessed,

      below us it is blessed, above us it is blessed,

      around us it is blessed as we set out with Christ.
    Our speech is blessed as we set out for God.
    With beauty before us, with beauty behind us,

      with beauty below us, with beauty above us,

      with beauty around us, we set out
      for a holy place indeed.

      Amen.   (Traditional Navaho Prayer, alt.)
*Extinguishing of Candles and Postlude

*Going Forth___________________________________________

*Indicates the people standing, if able and willing
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