BETHESDA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

10:30 a.m. Sunday 30 October 2011
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost/Reformation Sunday

ENTRANCE 

Prelude and Lighting of Candles
Announcements:    (To help us connect, please sign the attendance
                                pad in your pew) 

*Greeting**:  O give thanks for the goodness of the Lord.

                           The steadfast love of God endures forever.

                       Let the redeemed of the Lord all say:
                           The steadfast love of God endures forever.   
                                     (Psalm 107)
 *Praise Choruses:   2272  "Holy Ground"

                                2236   "Gather Us In"

                                2176   "Make Me a Servant"
Choir Anthem

*Opening Prayer^:


O God, you have built your Church
                upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
                Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone.

Save the community of your people

   from cowardly surrender to the world,
               from rendering unto Caesar what belongs to you,

   and from forgetting the eternal gospel

   amid the temporal pressures of our troubled days.

For the unity of the Church we pray,

               and for fellowship across the embittered lines 

               of race and nation;

           to growth in grace, building in love,

              enlargement in service,

              increase in wisdom, faith, charity, and power,

              we dedicate our lives;

           through Jesus Christ our Savior.   Amen. 
   (Harry Emerson Fosdick, U.S.A., 20th Cent., Alt.)
*Opening Hymn:   128   "He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought"

Youth Moments
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Prayer for Illumination: Page 6

First Lesson:   Joshua 3:7-17 

Psalter: (Insert: Alternate leader and people) Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
Second Lesson:   1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
*Hymn of Preparation: 590 (Tune 311)   "Christ Loves the 
                                                                   Church"
*Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 23:1-12
Sermon:   "Humility"

Affirmation of Faith:   883   "A Statement of Faith of the United 
                                               Church of Canada"

Joys, Concerns, Prayers

*The Peace:  Let us offer one another signs 
                      of reconciliation and love.

                     The peace of Christ be with you.

                     And also with you.
THANKSGIVING 

*Invitation:  As forgiven and reconciled people, let us 
                     offer ourselves and our gifts to God.

Offering

*Doxology:   95   "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow"

*Prayer of Petition and Thanksgiving^:   


Spirit of promise, Spirit of unity,


   we thank you that you are also the Spirit of renewal.


Renew in the whole Church


   that passionate desire for the coming of your kingdom


   which will unite all Christians in one mission
               to the world.


May we all grow up together into him who is our head,

               the Savior of the world.


In his name we offer our prayers, our gifts,
              and ourselves to you.   Amen.
                                         (Olive Wyton, England, 20th Cent., Alt.)
*The Lord's Prayer:  895
SENDING FORTH

*Closing Hymn:  571   "Go, Make of All Disciples"  

*Blessing^^:  When anyone asks you where you were 
                         this morning…you can tell them,
                        “at the eye doctor.”

                    Because we can see.
                   Your sight has been restored.   At least it’s beginning.
                   Share what you saw this morning with the world 
                   this week.
                   Go in God’s grace and  peace.

 *Extinguishing of Candles and Postlude____________________                      

*Indicates the people standing, if able and willing
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