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"Together"

Tonight is about community.


We are at the opposite end of life from our other great Christian feast of Christmas.


There the emphasis was on GIFT:   A baby is born, new life emerges, a fresh start.   That is half the truth about life.  To be alive is to be surprised, fascinated, curious, thrust into the current before we even get our bearings.


Tonight, the other side:   Whatever frightens us, whatever deprives us, whatever closes a door in our face, including the final closure of a loved one's death or our own death --- these are the focus now.


This is not gloomy.   It simply completes the picture of life our faith offers us.


Everything about tonight is about communion, fellowship.   Jesus tells us to love one another.   He washes the disciples' feet --- a most intimate and subordinate act.   From this position we are to see the essence of life and God.   Here we are shown what was there at our birth and has been ever since:   A community of helpers surrounding our every move.   No baby can survive without care.   No hardened criminal or proud cynic makes it alone;   and the world, God's world, the life-and-death reality we're in from start to finish, smiles on charity, helpfulness, goodwill towards all.


This means we have no business claiming special privileges as Americans, or supporting one country more than another, or making profit the bottom line in anything.


It means all this talk about "the government" versus "the free market" is a waste of time.   Anyone who thinks Exxon or Walmart is more trustworthy than Uncle Sam has been sold a bill of goods.


What we have to do, in the spirit of this last night before the Crucifixion, with all these legends of rescue from slavery in the background, is celebrate the communal nature of being a human being.


God is with us, even if we die alone.


Nothing ever, ever keeps us from praying --- from having a conversation with, COMMUNING with, the Spirit world;    and, most fundamental of all, God is on the side of love for the neighbor.


That is why we have Communion --- the ultimate fellowship meal;   and that is why, even though it has never been as prominent, church life has always included footwashing.   Serving one another, bending to meet the other's needs, not competing or holding onto my own, but stepping AWAY from me, TOWARDS you --- this is the mature stage of the baby born at Christmas, and this is the conclusion of life, no matter how long or short ours may be.


We are in this together.


Christians are only a sign of the larger body of humanity --- and indeed, outsiders often teach us more about  loving than we learn in the fellowship. 

        God is everywhere. 

        We celebrate every sign of God's togetherness, even in the stark tale of Jesus that tomorrow will bring, as we meditate on suffering, death, and the absence of life as we know it.


Together, we will find new life;    but that is the Easter miracle, and we are not there tonight. 

       We are together, with God, in darkness.   

       Let us celebrate, by serving one another, and dining together, through Jesus Christ.

      Amen.

     Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor

