Sermon preached 24 December 2009 (Christmas Eve, 5:30 p.m.) @ Bethesda/Baltimore

"The holy here and now"


Intimacy;  closeness;   goodwill --- these are some of the things we associate with church on Christmas Eve.


There is another side, too:  Loneliness;  separation;  stubborn hurts and memories.  No time can be more painful.


It's all there --- all here --- as we gather and go through the familiar motions of the liturgy:  The gathering, the proclamation, the offering of thanks, and the going forth.


Christianity has often overshot the present, in its desire to preach and promise a final happy ending.


Heaven gets us through dark times, and that's good;  but the holy here and now is what we really have, and tonight teaches that.


Year after year, change by change, relationship by relationship, gathering around the new baby, and the beginning, works its way into our characters.


Saying goodbye has its rightful place, and we will do that on Easter, when we recognize a new reality beyond the present moment, and celebrate the wholeness of love including death, and new life beyond the end of all we know.


Saying "hello," however, is  tonight's message.


What we have now --- what we are given, and what we share --- these are what matters, in the deepest sense, in the sense we can deal with and do something about.


It has taken the Eastern religions:  The Buddhist, Zen, Taoism --- to remind us of this in our time.   The teachings were there, in our prophets, in Jesus' parables and healings;   now we can claim them more solidly.


Take heart this night.


Love one another.


Love this moment.


God is here.


This is holiness.


We are living in, and into, the best God has.  


 Who and what we are now is sublime.


The little life, at the center of tonight, is the meaning we can use and understand.


Take care.


Encourage.


Turn towards.


That is the good news tonight.


Even more:   We CAN do these things.   We can love.   We can solve problems.   We can make peace.   We can feed, nurture, educate, prepare. 
That's what folks around a baby discover.


That is the lesson tonight.


The now is holy;


The holy is here;


The holy here and now, through Jesus Christ. 

         Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor

