Sermon preached Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. 2010 @ Bethesda UMC
“Holy war”

Tonight’s Old Testament lesson strikes a jarring note in all the festivities.

God will wage war and win.   God’s friends will celebrate, just as they did when God defeated Pharaoh, and when God gave Gideon victory with only 300 soldiers.


Then all weapons will be thrown away or burned up, and a new king will be set up to rule with justice and keep the peace.


We need to remember this contrast with our faith in the Prince of Peace.


Even though the modern state of Israel has the warlike characteristics of a nation, the Jewish people throughout history have not had a warlike religion.


It is the church that launched the Crusades, sang “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” and debated about where the national flag should stand in the worship hall, or sanctuary.


But it is GOD’s war, not ours, scripture describes.   That we have called our wars, God’s wars, is part of our confession as Christians.


For Christians, this night is a prime illustration of the contrast between war as we know it, and war as Scripture describes it.   In the story of Jesus we read tonight, from the Gospel of Luke, God is just as crossways with the way things are among humans,  as God was with the Hebrews’ slavery in Egypt, or Israel’s suffering in Gideon’s day under the Midianites.    God’s Messiah is offered no room at the inn, no standing in society, no supportive community,  at his birth.   But the good news is that God makes a way anyway, against all human resistance.   The people who walk in faith, ‘though they walk in darkness, see light.

The shepherds will see and tell.   The humble parents will cherish and protect.   The story of divine love will move forward.


On this most holy night, when we celebrate God’s coming as one of us, and show by our own generosity and justice-seeking how real God’s Spirit is in our own hearts, let us be very clear.   This is God’s war, not ours.   We are soldiers, not because we have earthly weapons or power.   Whether it is against the darkness in our own hearts, or the sins of addiction or abuse around us, or whatever example we come up against of all efforts, all situations, that try to rob life of its beauty and joy --- in any case, we work with the Lord’s energy, we move against despair, and we give because in giving we grow up and see our soul power expand and mature.


The dark does not overwhelm us.



Glory to God.


The war is being won.


Tell it abroad.


Take heart this holy night…in Christ’s name we say,  Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
