Sermon prepared for 7 February 2010 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore, Md.

(Services cancelled because of snow)

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

"Called together"
"Three moves is as good as a fire."


Some of us know the truth of that:   How you get rid of a lot of stuff 

when you change quarters, and doing it three times can be like starting over.


I thought of that when we cancelled church for the second time because of snow, last week.   I don't want to push the parallel.   Could we survive a third time this season?   Don't go there, please!


It did bring about some lively discussion.   We've had the Phase 2 policy at least since 1980;   and, wouldn't you know, at least one faithful congregant showed up anyway...and found two homeless people sleeping on our front porch!


Today's scripture lessons start with Isaiah.   Overhearing God in the divine assembly, he volunteers to preach the word to the people of Israel.


Not a pretty task, it turns out.   "Go and say to this people:   'Keep listening, but do not comprehend;   keep looking, but do not understand.'"


We come from a long line of people who stood against their culture, even their own families, to proclaim the truth of their moment.


The Psalmist is confident God will show us the truth..."for you have exalted   your name and your word above everything..."the Lord will fulfill his purpose for me;    Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever, "


The early church announced this faith far and wide:   "...that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scripture, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures , and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.   Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died."


Lastly, we have the Gospel lesson, telling how Jesus taught, then guided the disciples to a spectacular catch of fish, and then called them to follow him..."they left everything and followed him."


What I want to say  today is that, just as these scriptures all remind us that God calls us, draws us out of ourselves, guides us along new paths, so I believe this experience of cancelling church, with the questions it raises about how to reach people,  how to make as sure as possible no one is left out and new people and visitors, as well as the long-time faithful, get included in the loop, is an occasion for growth.


Truth bubbles up through honest reconsideration of established procedures.   If we put together a list of everyone who should be called, some fresh caring for one another is bound to result.   Somebody hanging at home is going to agree to an offer of a ride.   Somebody blue is going to talk.   Someone who doesn't answer will get checked on.


And if we clearly advertise on the radio and TV, we'll get free publicity, and somebody just may try us out.


The longer we stay alive, the more twists there are to discipleship.   The important thing is to keep open to the possibilities. 


There really are things we need to say to our time. 


We ARE a prophetic voice;  don't dodge that fact. 

         "Don't ask, don't tell," needs to be repealed. 


The country needs a public health option. 


Without making a nuisance of ourselves, we can get that across ---even if it sometimes means getting arrested.


And, people within our reach are lonely, scared, near the edge. 

         We have  hands and hearts to offer as a group, and individually.


We are called, and we're called together. 

         Jesus clearly meant that.   He formed a group, a community grew out of his short career.  

         Church is a laboratory:   "This is how being human works:   People don't go it alone;  they work together."   

         True, individuals stand out against the group at times:   The community isn't God;   but God works and weaves such opposition back into the larger fabric.   Just as church lags behind society in justice issues at times, so church marches, in Selma, ahead of the nation, and Bull Connor makes a fool of himself on TV that even prejudiced Christians can see and change from. 


It all works together;  and I call us, this day, to grow from this experience.   


Work out something better than we have.   Cooperate.   Love.   Take assignments. 


 Be more, because we're united around the Lord, than we can be off by ourselves.  


 Think of the folks who may have moved on, but who still love and believe in us and our mission.   Call on them occasionally.   

          Network, just as Vivian is teaching us to network through our missionaries.


We are all called, called together, in Jesus Christ.    Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor

