Sermon preached 13 February 2011 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

“Choose life!”


Moses stands at the edge of the Jordan and tells the children of Israel to honor God alone.   “Choose life so that you and your descendants may live.”


The Psalmist takes up the refrain and says both, “I will do it,” and “O, help me do it.”


Paul tells the Corinthians, as the old spiritual says, “Everybody talk about heaven ain’t a-goin’ to heaven.”


And Jesus --- Jesus says what we REALLY think is what counts.


It’s all about choice --- yet choice in so many forms, with such differing details, that we can never be sure very long.


THAT”S what it means to follow God, to live “in Christ.”


Nothing sure about it --- yet satisfying like nothing else.


Watching the Bible express this is like going to an AA meeting.   No two stories are like;  yet they’re all “on the way,” and the energy is always encouraging and supportive, even on gloomy nights.


Watching the Light of Christ, the Epiphany, spread into all parts of life Sunday after Sunday, we also see it penetrating into the smallest spots and the darkest corners.


I have this strong urge to PUSH Bethesda a little.


It comes out in strange ways.


Today, e.g., I have on my calendar an Administrative Council meeting after the 10:30 service --- yet nobody asked me to put an announcement in the bulletin, so I didn’t.


That’s the strange part.


I have a colleague who does everything for her congregation:   Cooks, shops, fixes locks, stays overnight in a home when a husband dies suddenly.


I’m just the opposite.   If you want church, you keep it going.   I’m just here to honor and encourage you, and to lead worship.


But every now and then, I get a burr under my saddle, and I feel like prodding.   I see so much potential here!


By now, you’ve gotten used to these mood swings.  Somewhere between your Spirit and mine there’s a workable harmony….  This is comfortable space, and God knows how to use it.    I look back over these nearly nine years we’ve been together, and I see some pretty significant things.   I won’t name them, because in my style, that’s your job….

…but that’s where I’m led to nudge.


“Choose life,” I want to say.   Claim God’s work through this congregation.   In the process, spread the responsibilities around a bit.   Have we paid Mary Gladstone back her $100, e.g.?  Do we know a bunch of us are praying daily for direction as a fellowship?   Could Donna Denton use help on the website, or Charles Melchior in delivering food to the Deaf Church?   Ken Downey’s our new representative for Alzheimer’s ministry.   Could he use help?   Prayer?


I’m passing around a folder of articles on various current topics.  I do this because I feel it’s my responsibility to enlarge our understanding of local and international issues.   That’s how we follow Christ, letting light shine everywhere.    If one of the articles entices you, take it home and read it and pray over it.


EVERYTHING belongs to Christ.   Nothing is outside our worship in him, with him, through him.


Choose the largest, toughest, darkest, most potentially enlightening issue in your life.   Offer it up.   Learn more.   Trust that God will bring more light into the world through your own prayerful curiosity.


Choose life!


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
