Sermon preached 12 February 2012 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

“So little time”


I want to say some more about Jesus’ being short of time.


I mentioned it last week.


I suggested Jesus was in a hurry because his success, his fame, his charisma, were quickly leading the common people towards making him king --- some kind of political leader --- and that not only complicated his life, and took him off-message, but also, Rome would quickly move to arrest and liquidate that kind of person.


It’s all speculation, of course, as anything connected with a 2,000-year-old book, written by many people, has to be.


Still, Mark makes such a point of it, using words like “immediately,” and telling how Jesus shushed the demons who, as Mark puts it, “recognized” him, saying such things as, “I know who you are --- the Son of the Most High,” etc. --- and also, telling anybody he healed to be quiet about it, as in today’s lesson, where he tells the leper, “after sternly warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, ‘See that you say nothing to anyone;  but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded…’”


Mark, as I say, makes such a point of Jesus’ urgency, that it seems reasonable to speculate something such as I am doing here.


A minister friend of mine just got back from the Holy Land, and one of the sights he described was of  what they’re calling the “Jesus boat.”

 It’s a recently-discovered boat that, archaeologists feel, could be like one Jesus used to go back and forth across the Sea of Galilee.   My friend said one of the scholars told his group that  he believed Jesus used a boat as a get-away vehicle.    He’d be in hot water on one side of the lake, and right quick he and his disciples would jump in and go someplace else ‘til things cooled down.   In fact, this fellow felt it wasn’t a case of Jesus’ ministry being so short.   Rather, as troublesome as it was, it is amazing it lasted the 3 years we believe it did.


It makes sense, if you accept Alexander Shaia’s theory that Mark was written to encourage the Christians in Rome, when the Emperor Caligula was persecuting them so terribly.   There really was little time before the knock at the door, and the sentence to the lions and tigers in the Forum; so take heart, live as faithfully and fast as you could, and remember Jesus’ words of assurance, and the church’s experience of his return…


What this says to me is, “Get ready.   Life is a fast-moving business.”   Or, if you want to look at it another way, “Life is the same old thing, over and over.”   Either way, we’re up against the identical situation.   You work on the real things, or you waste time, and miss out.


To get that across, Mark talks fast.   John, on the other hand, talks all day, in his Gospel.   Jesus lectures, goes on page after page;   but John is as stuck on one note as Mark.

It’s the same note we heard in the first reading for today.   “Go wash in the Jordan 7 times and you’ll be clean.”   Our God knows.   Our God is real.   Our God’s prophet tells the truth, even if it’s delegated to some minor messenger.   You’ve got all the time in the world to choose, but the choice 

Is always the same.   Listen:

Naaman, the foreign commander, is furious.   “Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?   Could I not wash in them and be clean?” he roars.   But his servants, who, along with the little slave girl, are the heroes of this story, “approached him and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it?   How much more, when all he said to you was, “Wash, and be clean?”’   So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God;   his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.”


Either you stop this silly arguing over gays, and birth control, and take to the streets,  in this free country of ours, and stop the war machine---or you lose your soul as an American church.   Either you  use our tremendous wealth and knowledge to end  world poverty, and the basic diseases we know how to cure --- or there’s no reason for your kids to go to church, or  to believe in God.   Either you join AA --- or  you waste your life.   Either you report the abuse --- or a child is wounded…..


It all sounds so dramatic;   but if time is short, how else can we put it?   If the important things are all there is, what’s your option?


If love is genuine, the church will flourish, and the people will do good things.


“…he went out and began to proclaim it” [his healing]  “freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country;   and people came to him from every quarter.”

There’s so little time!


Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
