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Baptism of the Lord

"By water and the Spirit"


I'm looking for a way to make baptism important to us.


Maybe the book I'm reading, on Peggy Johnson's ministry to Deaf and blind people, has a clue.


Again and again she points out how isolated people with hearing and sight problems are.


Over and over, the experience of touching and being touched is emphasized.


The book has a study guide, and I'm wondering if this is the book we should use to run a discipleship/spirituality class, as the Staff Parish Relations Committee recommended in its yearly summing-up, last month.


Our ties  with Christ Church for the Deaf give us at least a connection with the topic.


Anyway, baptism is certainly a TOUCHING business.   In varying degrees, all churches put water and people together.   You can't baptize without water, or without people;


Then you take off from there.   All kinds of connections are made in Scripture.   Listen for them when we "do" the baptismal covenant today.


Not just Bible references apply, either.   Someone --- usually the clergy, although not always --- brings the water to the person and the person to the water;  and, again, usually but not always, the rest of us stand around, or stay seated, and bear witness to the event, supporting the  procedure with our approval and "amen's."


Baptism is a pledge, a promise; and it's a sign.

I do something, and something's done to me.


It's real simple.


All it takes is some water and some people;  but it means a lot.


It means I'm sorry and I'll try to do better;  and it means we'll help you, we'll stick with you no matter what happens.


This is pretty much all there is in the religion business.   A promise, and a fellowship.


God promises.   God sticks with us.


We promise.   WE --- as a group --- stick with each other, and so become a body.


St. Paul calls us the body of Christ.   That's not all we mean when we say Christ is risen, but it's sure part of it.


To get this across, to keep it alive in our behavior, we use water and familiar words.


At least once a year, when the Scriptures tell about Jesus being himself baptized, we re-enact our baptism.


This isn't re-baptism.


God baptized us once, when we were baptized the first time.


It is, however, holy, just like the earlier occasion.  God is saying something, and we're saying something.  God is doing it, and we're doing it, now, today, together.


I ask you now, with your full attention, and all the loving you can muster, to go through this baptismal renewal, and help us make this real religion.


Identify with Jesus here.   He's just starting out.   He knows a lot, but he's lots more to learn.


And in the Spirit, he's here with us now, watching us, helping us, promising.


We'll leave here, and all we'll have is our imagination.


Use it well.  Harness it to work for you, not against you.


Like everything else about you, it's God-given.  You can use it to think positive thoughts, sent from a good God.


You can be a powerful influence for good;  but it takes a promise, and it takes a fellowship.


Baptism is a sign you belong to a community.  It's your promise, made over and over, to stay with it.   Stay with us, and stay with God;  and it's God's promise, made moment by moment, if we'll cock our ears to hear it, to stay with us and never ever leave us, to lead us into good acts and growing love.


All this we sign today, remembering Jesus, and joining his promising and loving.


Simple;  basic;  never out-of-date --- one of our most important rituals.


Let us renew our baptismal covenant, by water and the Spirit, through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor

