Sermon preached 17 July 2011 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

“One”


Something’s going on in Matthew’s church, something we just glimpse with the parable of the wheat and the weeds.


There’s tension over behavior, and a real concern over setting an example. 


Whereas Paul says we don’t even pray by ourselves:   “When we cry ‘Abba!   Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our Spirit…” ---Matthew’s parable says the devil’s got into the mix and sowed weeds.


I remember when my son and I visited Monticello, we learned the phrase, “There’s weevils in the wheat,” which was code among the slaves for someone who was about to betray an escape.   They couldn’t talk about it, but they could warn one another and watch out.


Jesus says you’ll have to let the weeds grow along with the wheat.


Most of  us know how truthful that is about church:   Any time you try to “clean house,” even in an ugly situation, some members get upset and leave.

The Psalm for today makes the point in another way.   It says God knows so much about us that there’s no way we can act independently of God;   so it prays, “Search me, O God, and know my heart;   test me and know my thoughts.   See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”


Paul is even more high-flying than that.   He’s now as far to the left as he used to be to the right.   He says Jesus is not only the Son of God, the Christ;   Jesus is the sign God is making over EVERYTHING;   not just people, but rocks and stars and atoms and angels --- Everything is groaning to be reborn in a new and godly way.


That would sound crazy to modern ears if we weren’t beginning to realize how tied together all things are --- and how imperiled everything is because we have treated trees and oil and neutrons and seeds as though we were in charge, and gotten everything into such a chaotic, terrifying fix.


Believing God really is in charge is a lot more comforting than believing we are.


As far as that goes, believing God will straighten out the church is comforting.   Tolerating sinners in our midst is just about the medicine we need to start healing our own spiritual eyesight.


Church is work, in other words.   Feeling good is only part of discipleship.   The Jesus life is hard.   Right in our very bones we sometimes hurt.   Jesus did.


Improvement is an inside job.   Most of it we never see.


It never me much good to think Jesus saw ahead more than the rest of us.   John talks about him that way;   but John had other points to make than Matthew.   Matthew wants us to see Jesus living on hope, like we have to.   Leave it to the Lord --- to God --- to bring fairness, finally.   Hope in God, and judge not in the meantime.   You’ll improve if you live that way:   As your friends and neighbors might say of you, in Christian charity, there’s hope for him (or her) yet.   Loving ourselves gradually comes that way, as well…and that brings the greatest peace of all.


The real point in today’s texts is hidden in the first lesson.   Jacob is a trickster, on the lam, running from justice --- and HE’S the one God chooses to make a people out of.   He’s the one who sees the unity between Spirit and flesh --- angels descending and ascending.   He’s the one God is working on.


That is the single point we make in church:   There’s a process at work for the good of all.   It starts in the most unlikely places.   It works in the dark.   It brings you and me together, different as we each are --- and it will not stop working its wonder.


It is all one;   or, as Paul puts it elsewhere, “We are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Thanks be to God.


Amen.

Arthur Dan  Gleckler, pastor
