Sermon for Hilda Shelleman's funeral @ Peaceful Alternatives/Timonium, Md, 11 a.m.

23 June 2009.   Liturgy pp870ff/United Methodist Hymnal;   Also participating; Clo Newton, Nancy Fedourek, and Doug/Florence.  Reading John 3:16:  Todd McGraw.

Organist/Leroy Ludwick;  hymns  "In the Garden" (314);  "How Great Thou Art" (77); and "Here I Am " (593)./      Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor


When we come to the edge of life, we draw back.


Are we afraid?


Is this our way of showing respect?


We are mystified, and all the explanations people give us seem only partially true.


So it is a great gift when we are able to say goodbye  in a familiar setting, surrounded by loved ones, working together to accomplish this last joint task:   Saying goodbye, making things as easy as possible, remembering, whispering good  words, sharing watch with one another;  letting the young ones see and be as close as they wish ---sharing reports by phone and in prayer, surrounded by love and hope and kindness.


It's been my great privilege to be a part of Hilda's passing.   The Spirit of Christ has been real these last few days to me in a special way.   The work you all, and Hilda, have done together, has made clear in a new way how trustworthy the life processes are, both at the beginning and the end of a life.


The sound of a new baby next door, coming through the open window;   the hymns we sang at Hilda's bedside, and sing again today;   the moments of response, sometimes even a smile, that came to her and to us --- these were gifts we will carry forward for the rest of our time.


"The Lord is nigh unto the broken-hearted," scripture says.  We have evidence of that, fresh from our own experience. 


Now it is up to us to be better people because of this time we have shared, this loving you have done, this courage and faith Hilda has shown yet again at the end of a long and faithful and courageous life.


There's plenty of living to do now.   The door is wide open, even as it opened wide for Hilda at last.


Our brother Jesus has shown us the way. He stands among us now, sharing peace,

telling us not to be afraid, blessing every kindness we have produced and, as we ask for it, granting forgiveness for every failing we have shown.


Thanks be to God for life, and life beyond life   --- through Jesus Christ.    Amen.

