Sunday June 13 Message
Preached by Charles Melchior 

Have you ever done anything really foolish?  I mean, something so stupid that years later to still cringe when you think about it?  Welcome to the human race.  Make yourself at home.  You are among family.  But I have some good news for you.  That’s why you came this morning, isn’t it, to hear some Good News?  Well I have some REALLY good news for you.  It comes to us from this little story from Luke.  If you love God and believe in him, you will be a child of God.  God will love you and forgive ANY and ALL sins that you have committed.  Just plain-and- simple.  Now what does it mean to be a child of God?  It means that we can walk with confidence.  That makes sense, doesn’t it?  If we are children of the King, we don’t have to fear anybody or anything!!!

When Abraham Lincoln was tragically killed, several items were found in his pockets: a watch, some confederate money and a handkerchief.  But most interesting of all was a ragged copy of a newspaper article.  The article had been written during a time of great controversy and turmoil in the country.  In the text of the article, the writer talked about Lincoln’s virtues, approving of the decisions he had made in office.  Lincoln was one of the great men of history.  But even he needed, as we all need, some assurance that he was on the right track.
We all need a word of encouragement at times.  We need to know that our lives matter…that we are not hopeless.  The Good News for us today is that we are daughters and sons of God.  We can take confidence that we are children of the King.

Some people in my past have said tome “Charles, I have trouble reading the Bible”.  My answer is this….Approach reading the Bible with the knowledge that it was written by a loving father.  The Scriptures are words of loving advice and wisdom written especially for you.  We are, after all, children of God!!!!  (Was the Bible written for you…. Ben…..Bonnie….Alice…..Cole?  Sandy?)

A sixth grade teacher posed the following problem to one of her classes:  A wealthy man dies and leaves 10 million dollars.  One third goes to his wife, one fifth is to go to his son, one sixth to his butler, and the rest to charity.  Then she asks the class, now what does each get?  After a long silence, little Johnny raised his hand.  With complete sincerity in his voice he said “A lawyer?”

Good answer.  Where there is a will, there is a law suit waiting to happen.  Inheritance can be a complicated matter in this world.  Families have become split fighting over a wealthy estate.  I hope that each of you has a will, by the way.  You can save your family lots of needless grief by simply planning ahead and taking care of necessary business.  Inheritance in this world can be complicated.  But in the kingdom of God, inheritance is simple…those who possess the Spirit of God get it all….all God has to give.  In our Bible lesson today, Jesus gives this “Sinful woman” complete forgiveness just because of the simple acts she did for him and the love she showed him.

A few years ago several prominent members left Bethesda and I was asked if God was done with us.  We had not paid our apportionments….we had not received in any new members in a while…our building was in disrepair.  I said at that time, and I asked you to repeat my answer” No, God is not done with us yet!!!  Some of you may remember that.

Well, it’s now a few years later.  I’m not one to say I told you so but with YOUR faithfulness and prayers….We paid our Apportionments in full last year.  We have made A LOT of repairs/painting and maintenance to our building.  We have had several Graduation parties here.  One graduation party was for a child of one of the daycare workers.  This child graduated with honors and received a full scholarship to a private school.  When I asked her why she wanted to have a the graduation party here, she said that even though she does not come to Church here, she feels connected to us and wanted to share her joy with us!!!  We have a new, PAID FOR IN FULL by a few of you, FREEZER being delivered tomorrow.  We have another church using our building to worship God, while theirs is being rebuilt from a fire.  We have a new Girl Scout troop.  We have several new members and a lot of new people coming regularly.  I could go on but you get the idea.

Think about this….Where would the Daycare be, the Mount Calvary Baptist Church be, the Girl Scouts be, the people who come to our NA & AA meetings be, and all of us be????  How about the 40-50 families that we help serve at the local food bank at Faith Community?  Or the members of Christ Church for the Deaf, where we support their food pantry, a big service they provide for their community?  Let’s not forget the Missionaries we support with our prayers and financial gifts and birthday cards.  Where would they be?
So now it is 2010.  Go ahead and ask me no. “Charles, Is God done with us yet???”  I’ll wait….Good question.  Most of you know, but I’ll either remind you or enlighten you of other facts….We recently baptized two children!!!  At least 7 people that I am aware of are interested in becoming members!!!  The Girl Scouts weeded in the flower bed outside and planted new flowers!!!  We just received, if you read the bulletin two weeks ago, almost $60,000 from the will of a lady who was a former member.

Again, I could go on but you get my point.  You can look at any situation either positive or negative.  But I am going to encourage you to look at all of the positive things that have happened and all of the ones already planned for the near future.

You are right when you say that I do not know what God has planned for us.  But I do know for sure, for absolute certainty….that God loves us.  Whether you need proof that you can see, all of the things I have mentioned, or hear his word (hold up Bible.  Know that, as Jesus said to the Pharisee.  “It does not matter how sinful you are.  Just ask for forgiveness and God will forgive ANY sins that you have committed.  Sometimes that’s hard to understand, but God will!!!

