Sermon preached 19 June 2011 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Trinity Sunday/Father’s Day/Peace with Justice Sunday

“Your move”


Trinity Sunday is the only Sunday devoted to a doctrine.


By now you all have leaned I’m not one with neat explanations of church teachings.


That’s why I titled this sermon, “Your move.”


I figure we’re supposed to honor church traditions, but we don’t have to defend them.


Thoughts of three-legged stools, and equilateral triangles, aren’t necessary on Trinity Sunday;  nor is the whole truth symbolized by God within me, God through others, and God in creation --- although those are significant facts about life.

It’s up to you --- to each of us --- to think about the Trinity, and to make what use seems most suitable of it.


As I’ve said before, I don’t look down on Muslims and Jews for emphasizing one God instead of God in three Persons;   nor do I judge the Buddhists for having no God, or the Hindus for having many.


We’re all striving, with imperfect language, to speak of what’s most important.


More than that:  To be comfortable in my own religion doesn’t rule out sharing with others, learning from them, and sometimes offering helpful suggestions to them, as they may to me.


This is also Father’s Day, and the sermon title suits that occasion, too.


We’re still overbearing, we males;  and we know male dominance is even stronger in many other cultures.   Hence, it’s good to say, and be told, that backing off, sharing power, is still very important.  Whether it’s inclusive language, or equal pay, equality is key on our agenda.   That includes recognizing we’re not ahead of our forebears when both parents work full-time, and multi-tasking is more common than private time to ourselves and time just being with friends and family.   Busy isn’t better all the time.

It’s also Peace with Justice Sunday in our denomination, and  “Your move” is suitable here, too.   Our President is being sued for abusing the Constitution in Libya.   That’s a good thing.   It’s high time America got off the war bandwagon and learned some new skills.   Buying stuff, and making weapons, aren’t part of the Gospel of Jesus, and they shouldn’t be Uncle Sam’s, either.   “Your move” means seeking justice and working for peace.   All these missionary letters Vivian shares show church  people helping strangers near and far, not just teaching Bible verses.


Last week I attended a meeting at Morgan University, about all the helps we have for heating bills, mortgages, credit checks.   It’s time to use our building, and the respect people give us, to publicize such assistance.


This is not a sermon to make you feel  guilty.   I know we’re all busy, and Bethesda has quite a good amount of participation as a congregation.


It is, though, a heart-felt encouragement on my part to take God seriously for the freedom God gives us to use our imaginations about church teaching, such as the doctrine of the Trinity;   and to thank God we’ve come as far as we have towards equality, and to keep going in the same direction;   and to give thanks and give generously towards our church’s peace and justice work.


Along that line, I ask your prayers for justice in the trial of the Rev. Ms Amy DeLong this week.   What a privilege to be part of a church that doesn’t sweep such things under the carpet, but actually struggles in full daylight over the difference between letter and spirit in church policy!


In all these things, may we hear and accept God saying to us, “It’s your move,” through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
