Sermon preached 23 May 2010 @ Bethesda UMC/Baltimore

Pentecost/Heritage Sunday/Aldersgate Sunday

"Political will"


"Political will."


It's a phrase used by both progressives and conservatives.


The "Tea Party" folks complain people lack the political will to take back our country.   Their opponents bemoan our lack of political will to open our democracy to more diverse voices.


Political will.


I think the phrase puts Pentecost into reality, gets us off the shelf of pious language into the frying pan of current issues.


Remember:   Luke --- and Acts --- are just one way of talking about getting religion.   John says the same thing with a small group, gathered in an upper room, on whom the risen Christ "breathed."


How would you describe Peter's transformation from a shame-faced, grief-stricken denier of Jesus, into a powerful speaker convincing crowds that Jesus not only didn't die in vain, but was --- Jesus Christ was --- the energy of God bringing a new outlook into the Jewish faith?


In Bible times there'd be no difference between politics and religion, no "separation of church and state."


To get all the religions in line, Rome said the emperor was God.


To call oneself Christian was a direct act of treason against Rome.


Somehow, folks did.   The movement grew.   Part of its nature was to defy the government.   Part was to gather in groups.   The groups included every type of person, breaking boundaries.


Somehow they communicated, even across language barriers.


So, I'm calling it "political will," this Pentecostal power we celebrate today.    


This is the final Sunday of the Easter season.   This is what Resurrections means.   Death doesn't remove Jesus Christ from the human scene.   Death makes Jesus more Christ than ever --- able to penetrate my cold heart, able to penetrate locked doors and encourage frightened folks praying to God, using Jesus' name.


Messiah comes back, yes --- but God brings Messiah by using faithful witnesses who not only preach, but ACT, for justice, and peace, and the common good.


So, if I'm baptized in Jesus' name, I'm saying there's work for me to do;  and the church, in baptizing me, is saying we do this together.   One Jesus turns into many Christians.   An individual becomes a movement.  
Once we're energized, a hundred ideas come to life for improving the world.


They all hark back to Jesus.   The picture we have of him, kept alive through word, and love of each other, and prayer to God, keeps us on course.    "Blessed are the meek."   "Turn the other cheek."   "Judge not."   "Have no fear."    All those  teachings and illustrations --- the Good Samaritan, the empty tomb to show death doesn't finish my influence or even my experience of  being loved=== these guide Bible study and church business as well as personal awareness.


So does the picture of Jesus going apart to pray, over and over, steady as an arrow.


Political will.


All these small victories add up.   We're not fighting a war, much as the government tries to convince us.   We're climbing small mountains over and over and over.   A black President.   A health care reform bill.   More attention to diet and food production practices than ever before.......and it's taken 20 years, but I'm gradually forgiving someone ....I'm learning to take small steps.


And sometimes progress overwhelms me.    Look who's here today!    Think what that says, about loving, praying, waiting, being willing to do something because someone you love opens the door....believing you don't give up your honesty, this is  a step and not the whole race.


The race itself is not in our hands.   That's what the flames and thunder in Luke's story stand for:   Like natural events, spiritual progress proceeds steadily and hidden, and sometimes we see, but most times we plod ahead anyway......


Plenty of times, we fall short, don't live up to our potential.


So does our nation.


So does our family.


Yet even these are plowed into the soil of promise, and we see possibilities rising out of tragedy.


God is in charge.


Just as Jesus --- one of us -- showed the will to believe that, and act on it, may the living Spirit of Jesus enable us to believe it, too, and act on it.


In his name we say, "Amen."

Arthur Dan Gleckler, pastor
